Formation Devotional
February 12, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are
able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my
refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16)

Opening Prayer
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is
corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is
right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of
Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP 816)

Confession of Sin
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and die in faith. Forgive our
indifference to your will. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have called
us to do what is just, but we have been idle. You have called us to live faithfully, but we have been
afraid. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Keep before us faithful people to follow so that living with
courage and love, we may work for and inherit the kingdom promised in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 61
Lead Me to the Rock
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To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. Of David.
Hear my cry, O God,
listen to my prayer;
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from the end of the earth I call to you
when my heart is faint.

Lead me to the rock
that is higher than I,
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for you have been my refuge,
a strong tower against the enemy.
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Let me dwell in your tent forever!
Let me take refuge under the shelter of your wings! Selah
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For you, O God, have heard my vows;
you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.
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Prolong the life of the king;
may his years endure to all generations!
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May he be enthroned forever before God;
appoint steadfast love and faithfulness to watch over him!

8

So will I ever sing praises to your name,
as I perform my vows day after day.

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.
CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

2

Mark 3
A Man with a Withered Hand
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. And they watched
Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said
to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.” And he said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to
do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. And he looked around at them
with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel
with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
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A Great Crowd Follows Jesus
Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea, and a great crowd followed, from Galilee and Judea and
Jerusalem and Idumea and from beyond the Jordan and from around Tyre and Sidon. When the great
crowd heard all that he was doing, they came to him. And he told his disciples to have a boat ready
for him because of the crowd, lest they crush him, for he had healed many, so that all who had
diseases pressed around him to touch him. And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell
down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” And he strictly ordered them not to make
him known.
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The Twelve Apostles
And he went up on the mountain and called to him those whom he desired, and they came to him.
And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him and he
might send them out to preach and have authority to cast out demons. He appointed the twelve:
Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of James
(to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); Andrew, and Philip, and
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
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Then he went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that they could not even eat. And when his
family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.”
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Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and
“by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.” And he called them to him and said to them in
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot
stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can
enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed
he may plunder his house.
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“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they
utter, but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”— for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”
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Jesus' Mother and Brothers
And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a
crowd was sitting around him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside,
seeking you.” And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking about
at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the
will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.”
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Prayers of Intercession
Church Community
•
•

•

•

Pray for Christ Covenants pastor: for wisdom, humility, and courage as he serves the church
and city.
Pray that those who attend Sundays at Christ Covenant would find their way to a Growth
Group so they would grow as disciples of Jesus by cultivating a relationship with God and
friendship with others.
Pray for the global church, especially for those in Europe: compassion on a growing number of
Muslim immigrants and previously unreached peoples, a desire to experience Christianity as
more than a nominal identity, and for the declining number of Christians on the continent.
Pray for church planters in Palmetto Presbytery: for provision of resources, vision for their
ministries, and open doors to serve their communities.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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