Formation Devotional
February 14, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in
part.

Call to Prayer
On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. Because you are my
help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. (Psalm 63:6-7)

Opening Prayer
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and
cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your
presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our
love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 840)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 66
How Awesome Are Your Deeds
To the choirmaster. A Song. A Psalm.
Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
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sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise!
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Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
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All the earth worships you
and sings praises to you;
they sing praises to your name.” Selah
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Come and see what God has done:
he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
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He turned the sea into dry land;
they passed through the river on foot.

There did we rejoice in him,
who rules by his might forever,
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whose eyes keep watch on the nations—
let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah
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Bless our God, O peoples;
let the sound of his praise be heard,
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who has kept our soul among the living
and has not let our feet slip.
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For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.

11

You brought us into the net;
you laid a crushing burden on our backs;
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you let men ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;

yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.
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I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
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I will perform my vows to you,
14

that which my lips uttered
and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
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I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;

I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah
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Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for my soul.
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I cried to him with my mouth,
and high praise was on my tongue.

18

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.

19

But truly God has listened;
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
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Blessed be God,
because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me!

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.
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Genesis 33
Jacob Meets Esau
And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred men with
him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two female servants. And he put the
servants with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all.
He himself went on before them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his
brother.
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But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept.
And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are these with
you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” Then the servants
drew near, they and their children, and bowed down. Leah likewise and her children drew near and
bowed down. And last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, “What do
you mean by all this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.”
But Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” Jacob said, “No,
please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand. For I have seen your
face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have accepted me. Please accept my blessing that
is brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” Thus he
urged him, and he took it.
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Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go ahead of you.” But Jacob said to him,
“My lord knows that the children are frail, and that the nursing flocks and herds are a care to me. If
they are driven hard for one day, all the flocks will die. Let my lord pass on ahead of his servant, and
I will lead on slowly, at the pace of the livestock that are ahead of me and at the pace of the children,
until I come to my lord in Seir.”
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So Esau said, “Let me leave with you some of the people who are with me.” But he said, “What need
is there? Let me find favor in the sight of my lord.” So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir.
But Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built himself a house and made booths for his livestock.
Therefore the name of the place is called Succoth.
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And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from
Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. And from the sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, he
bought for a hundred pieces of money the piece of land on which he had pitched his tent. There he
erected an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Neighborhood
•

Thank God for Christ Covenant’s Mercy Ministry team and those we are working with to
serve the poor and marginalized in the city.
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•

Thank God for giving us his Son, whose sacrificial love we seek to demonstrate by loving our
neighbors in the city well.

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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