Formation Devotional
February 17, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait
expectantly. (Psalm 5:3)

Opening Prayer
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us with your continual
help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify your holy Name, and
finally, by your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 832)

Confession of Sin
Lord God, we have given more weight to our successes and our happiness than to your will. We have
eaten without a thought for the hungry. We have spoken without an effort to understand others. We
have kept silent instead of telling the truth. We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the
Judge. We have acted in accordance with our desires rather than according to your commands.
Within the church we have been slow to practice love of our neighbors. And in the world we have not
been your faithful servants. Father, forgive us and help us to live as followers of Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Savior. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person-though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die- but God shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 67
Make Your Face Shine upon Us
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To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song.
May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us, Selah
2

that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.
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Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
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Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth. Selah
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Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!
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The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.
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God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Mark 6
Jesus Rejected at Nazareth
He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. And on the
Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying,
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“Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works
done by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and
Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And they took offense at him. And Jesus
said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his relatives and
in his own household.” And he could do no mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a
few sick people and healed them. And he marveled because of their unbelief.
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And he went about among the villages teaching.
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles
And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the
unclean spirits. He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag,
no money in their belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said to them,
“Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. And if any place will not
receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a
testimony against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. And they
cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and healed them.
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The Death of John the Baptist
King Herod heard of it, for Jesus' name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been
raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” But others said, “He
is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard
of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and seized
John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because he had
married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother's
wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not,
for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When
he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
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But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military
commanders and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I
will give it to you.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.” And she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The
head of John the Baptist.” And she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was exceedingly
sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. And
immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her
mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to them,
“Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming and going,
and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by
themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the
towns and got there ahead of them. When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. And he began to teach them
many things. And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place,
and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages and
buy themselves something to eat.” But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” And
they said to him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to
eat?” And he said to them, “How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found
out, they said, “Five, and two fish.” Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green
grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And taking the five loaves and the
two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the
disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. And they all ate and
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish. And those
who ate the loaves were five thousand men.
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Jesus Walks on the Water
Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to Bethsaida,
while he dismissed the crowd. And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to
pray. And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. And he
saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth
watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, but when they
saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, for they all saw him and were
terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” And he
got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, for they did not
understand about the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.
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Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore. And when
they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him and ran about the whole region and
began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he was. And wherever he came,
in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they
might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well.
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Prayers of Intercession
Work
•

Ask for God’s forgiveness for the ways that you often look to your work for self-glory and
self-promotion.

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

4

•

Pray that God would renew your vision for your work, that you are able to see the ways He is
making his glory manifest in this city through your work.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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