Formation Devotional
February 21, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able,
in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the
way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8)

Opening Prayer
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 815)

Confession of Sin
Lord God, we have given more weight to our successes and our happiness than to your will. We have
eaten without a thought for the hungry. We have spoken without an effort to understand others. We
have kept silent instead of telling the truth. We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the
Judge. We have acted in accordance with our desires rather than according to your commands.
Within the church we have been slow to practice love of our neighbors. And in the world we have not
been your faithful servants. Father, forgive us and help us to live as followers of Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Savior. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a
righteous person-though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die- but God shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 75
God Will Judge with Equity
To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.
We give thanks to you, O God;
we give thanks, for your name is near.
We recount your wondrous deeds.
2

“At the set time that I appoint
I will judge with equity.

3

When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants,
it is I who keep steady its pillars. Selah

4

I say to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’
and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horn;

5

do not lift up your horn on high,
or speak with haughty neck.’”

6

For not from the east or from the west
and not from the wilderness comes lifting up,

7

but it is God who executes judgment,
putting down one and lifting up another.

8

For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup
with foaming wine, well mixed,

and he pours out from it,
and all the wicked of the earth
shall drain it down to the dregs.
9

But I will declare it forever;
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.
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10

All the horns of the wicked I will cut off,
but the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up.

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Mark 10
Teaching About Divorce
And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds gathered to him
again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them.
And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a
certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male
and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the
two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined
together, let not man separate.”
2
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And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband
and marries another, she commits adultery.”
10

11

12

Let the Children Come to Me
And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked them.
But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive
the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them,
laying his hands on them.
13

14

15

16

The Rich Young Man
And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?
17

18
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No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’”
And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at him, loved
him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
19

20
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22

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to
them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” And they were
exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said,
“With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Peter began to
say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is
no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake
and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and
sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life.
But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”
23
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Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time
And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they
were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell
them what was to happen to him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and
deliver him over to the Gentiles. And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him.
And after three days he will rise.”
32

33
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The Request of James and John
And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you
to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?”
And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”
Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,
or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” And they said to him, “We are able.”
And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am
baptized, you will be baptized, but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared.” And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at
James and John. And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them.
But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
35
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Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus
And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And
many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy
on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, saying to him,
“Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.
And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him,
“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way.
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Prayers of Intercession
Neighborhood
•
•

•

Pray that Christians would oppose injustice in all forms and work towards racial
reconciliation and healing in their neighborhoods.
Pray for strength as immigrants and international students to Columbia transition into a new
culture and way of life. Pray that they would be surrounded by encouraging neighbors and
find jobs to support their families.
Pray that formerly incarcerated men and women would be welcomed back by friends and
family with love and grace. Pray that severed relationships would be mended and
strengthened.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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