Formation Devotional
February 25, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in
whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish
the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:17)

Opening Prayer
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious
hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with
gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. (BCP 814)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him.

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 80
Restore Us, O God
To the choirmaster: according to Lilies. A Testimony. Of Asaph, a Psalm.
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock.
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You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,

2

stir up your might
and come to save us!
3

Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

4

O LORD God of hosts,
how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?

5

You have fed them with the bread of tears
and given them tears to drink in full measure.

6

You make us an object of contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

7

Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved!

8

You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.

9

You cleared the ground for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.

10

The mountains were covered with its shade,
the mighty cedars with its branches.

11

It sent out its branches to the sea
and its shoots to the River.

12

Why then have you broken down its walls,
so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?

13

The boar from the forest ravages it,
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and all that move in the field feed on it.
14

Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look down from heaven, and see;

have regard for this vine,
15

the stock that your right hand planted,
and for the son whom you made strong for yourself.

16

They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down;
may they perish at the rebuke of your face!

17

But let your hand be on the man of your right hand,
the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself!

18

Then we shall not turn back from you;
give us life, and we will call upon your name!

19

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts!
Let your face shine, that we may be saved!

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 40
Joseph Interprets Two Prisoners' Dreams
Some time after this, the cupbearer of the king of Egypt and his baker committed an offense against
their lord the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was angry with his two officers, the chief cupbearer and
the chief baker, and he put them in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison
2

3
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where Joseph was confined. The captain of the guard appointed Joseph to be with them, and he
attended them. They continued for some time in custody.
4

And one night they both dreamed—the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were
confined in the prison—each his own dream, and each dream with its own interpretation. When
Joseph came to them in the morning, he saw that they were troubled. So he asked Pharaoh's officers
who were with him in custody in his master's house, “Why are your faces downcast today?” They
said to him, “We have had dreams, and there is no one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to them,
“Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell them to me.”
5

6

7

8

So the chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and said to him, “In my dream there was a vine
before me, and on the vine there were three branches. As soon as it budded, its blossoms shot forth,
and the clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh's cup was in my hand, and I took the grapes and
pressed them into Pharaoh's cup and placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand.” Then Joseph said to him,
“This is its interpretation: the three branches are three days. In three days Pharaoh will lift up your
head and restore you to your office, and you shall place Pharaoh's cup in his hand as formerly, when
you were his cupbearer. Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the
kindness to mention me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. For I was indeed stolen out of
the land of the Hebrews, and here also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.”
9
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When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was favorable, he said to Joseph, “I also had a
dream: there were three cake baskets on my head, and in the uppermost basket there were all sorts
of baked food for Pharaoh, but the birds were eating it out of the basket on my head.” And Joseph
answered and said, “This is its interpretation: the three baskets are three days. In three days Pharaoh
will lift up your head—from you!—and hang you on a tree. And the birds will eat the flesh from
you.”
16

17
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On the third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, he made a feast for all his servants and lifted up the
head of the chief cupbearer and the head of the chief baker among his servants. He restored the chief
cupbearer to his position, and he placed the cup in Pharaoh's hand. But he hanged the chief baker, as
Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him.
20
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Gospel Identity
•
•

Thank God for forming the desire in your heart to seek him.
Thank him for meeting you in daily prayer and speaking to you through his Word.

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy
world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833)
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Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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