Formation Devotional
February 27, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of
the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2)

Opening Prayer
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the
mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which
surrounds us on every side. (BCP 836)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him.

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 84
My Soul Longs for the Courts of the LORD
To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.
How lovely is your dwelling place,
O LORD of hosts!
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My soul longs, yes, faints
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for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
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Even the sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,

at your altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King and my God.
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Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
ever singing your praise! Selah
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Blessed are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.
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As they go through the Valley of Baca
they make it a place of springs;
the early rain also covers it with pools.
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They go from strength to strength;
each one appears before God in Zion.
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O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer;
give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah
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Behold our shield, O God;
look on the face of your anointed!
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For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
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For the LORD God is a sun and shield;
the LORD bestows favor and honor.

No good thing does he withhold
from those who walk uprightly.
12

O LORD of hosts,
blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 42
Joseph's Brothers Go to Egypt
When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do you look at
one another?” And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and
buy grain for us there, that we may live and not die.” So ten of Joseph's brothers went down to buy
grain in Egypt. But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph's brother, with his brothers, for he feared
that harm might happen to him. Thus the sons of Israel came to buy among the others who came, for
the famine was in the land of Canaan.
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Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And
Joseph's brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground. Joseph saw
his brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them.
“Where do you come from?” he said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” And Joseph
recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. And Joseph remembered the dreams that he
had dreamed of them. And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the nakedness of
the land.” They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food. We are all sons of
one man. We are honest men. Your servants have never been spies.”
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He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.” And they said,
“We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and behold, the
12
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youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more.” But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to
you. You are spies. By this you shall be tested: by the life of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place
unless your youngest brother comes here. Send one of you, and let him bring your brother, while
you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth in you. Or else, by the life
of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.” And he put them all together in custody for three days.
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On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: if you are honest
men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry
grain for the famine of your households, and bring your youngest brother to me. So your words will
be verified, and you shall not die.” And they did so. Then they said to one another, “In truth we are
guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did
not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell
you not to sin against the boy? But you did not listen. So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.”
They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there was an interpreter between them. Then
he turned away from them and wept. And he returned to them and spoke to them. And he took
Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with
grain, and to replace every man's money in his sack, and to give them provisions for the journey. This
was done for them.
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Then they loaded their donkeys with their grain and departed. And as one of them opened his sack
to give his donkey fodder at the lodging place, he saw his money in the mouth of his sack. He said to
his brothers, “My money has been put back; here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this their hearts
failed them, and they turned trembling to one another, saying, “What is this that God has done to
us?”
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When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to
them, saying, “The man, the lord of the land, spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies of the land.
But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never been spies. We are twelve brothers, sons of
our father. One is no more, and the youngest is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.’ Then
the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are honest men: leave one of
your brothers with me, and take grain for the famine of your households, and go your way. Bring
your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies but honest men, and I will
deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.’”
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As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man's bundle of money was in his sack. And when they
and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid. And Jacob their father said to them,
“You have bereaved me of my children: Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you
would take Benjamin. All this has come against me.” Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill my two
sons if I do not bring him back to you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.” But
he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he is the only one left. If
harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to make, you would bring down my gray
hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”
35

36

37

38

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

4

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Relationships
•
•

Thank God that we are his adopted children through Jesus Christ and co-heirs to his kingdom.
Thank him that our children can rest in his love even when their earthly parents fall short.
Thank God for the volunteers on the Children’s and Student Ministry Teams at Christ
Covenant. For faithfully teaching our young ones the glorious deeds of the Lord so that they
would set their hope in God.

O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy
world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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