Formation Devotional
February 27, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole
or in part.

Call to Prayer
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life and
the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or pray for;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 831)

Confession of Sin
Lord Jesus Christ, though being in very nature God, when you came to redeem us you humbled
yourself and made yourself nothing. Though you were rich, for our sakes you became poor, so that
through your poverty we might become rich. We confess how unlike you we are in our attitudes and
actions. We strive for recognition from others, and we sulk and become bitter if we do not get it. We
attend to our own needs and concerns, yet fail to care for others except when it serves our purposes.
Forgive us our sin and renew our hearts. Grant us to realize that we only achieve greatness and gain
our lives by giving them away. Work in us by the power of your Spirit so that we become more like
you and so bring glory to our Father in heaven. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from
the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
(Romans 5:9-11)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 83
O God, Do Not Keep Silence
A Song. A Psalm of Asaph.
O God, do not keep silence;
do not hold your peace or be still, O God!
2

For behold, your enemies make an uproar;
those who hate you have raised their heads.

3

They lay crafty plans against your people;
they consult together against your treasured ones.

4

They say, “Come, let us wipe them out as a nation;
let the name of Israel be remembered no more!”

5

For they conspire with one accord;
against you they make a covenant—

6

the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
Moab and the Hagrites,

7

Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre;

8

Asshur also has joined them;
they are the strong arm of the children of Lot. Selah

9

Do to them as you did to Midian,
as to Sisera and Jabin at the river Kishon,

10

who were destroyed at En-dor,
who became dung for the ground.

11

Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb,
all their princes like Zebah and Zalmunna,
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12

who said, “Let us take possession for ourselves
of the pastures of God.”

13

O my God, make them like whirling dust,
like chaff before the wind.

14

As fire consumes the forest,
as the flame sets the mountains ablaze,

15

so may you pursue them with your tempest
and terrify them with your hurricane!

16

Fill their faces with shame,
that they may seek your name, O LORD.

17

Let them be put to shame and dismayed forever;
let them perish in disgrace,

18

that they may know that you alone,
whose name is the LORD,
are the Most High over all the earth.

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Mark 14
The Plot to Kill Jesus
It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief priests
and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him, for they said, “Not during the
feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.”
2
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Jesus Anointed at Bethany
And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a woman
came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured
it over his head. There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment
wasted like that? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and
given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her?
She has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, and whenever you
want, you can do good for them. But you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she
has anointed my body beforehand for burial. And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is
proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.”
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Judas to Betray Jesus
Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him to
them. And when they heard it, they were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an
opportunity to betray him.
10

11

The Passover with the Disciples
And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said
to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of his
disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him, and wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest
room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large upper room
furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” And the disciples set out and went to the city and found
it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.
12

13

14
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16

And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. And as they were reclining at table and eating,
Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” They began to
be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” He said to them, “It is one of the twelve,
one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he
had not been born.”
17

18
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21

Institution of the Lord's Supper
And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said,
“Take; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and
they all drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it
new in the kingdom of God.”
22
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Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them,
“You will all fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall
away, I will not.” And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows
twice, you will deny me three times.” But he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not
deny you.” And they all said the same.
26
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Jesus Prays in Gethsemane
And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”
And he took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled.
And he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” And going
a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from
him. And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not
what I will, but what you will.” And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, “Simon,
are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” And again he went away and prayed,
saying the same words. And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy,
and they did not know what to answer him. And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you
still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has come. The Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”
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Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus
And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer had
given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under
guard.” And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And
they laid hands on him and seized him. But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck
the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I was with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” And they all left him and fled.
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A Young Man Flees
51

52

And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him,
but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

Jesus Before the Council
And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came
together. And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And
he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole
council were seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. For many
53
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bore false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. And some stood up and bore false
witness against him, saying, “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,
and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” Yet even about this their testimony
did not agree. And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But he remained silent and made no answer.
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” And Jesus said, “I am,
and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of
heaven.” And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do we need? You
have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all condemned him as deserving death.
And some began to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!”
And the guards received him with blows.
57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

Peter Denies Jesus
And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, and seeing
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But
he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the
gateway and the rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the
bystanders, “This man is one of them.” But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders
again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But he began to invoke a
curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” And immediately the
rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster
crows twice, you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.
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Prayers of Intercession
Relationships
•
•

•

Pray for the children and youth in the city. Pray that God would help each of them to know
and experience in Jesus Christ an identity as beloved children of God.
Pray for the orphans of our city and world. Pray that each of them would know the love of
their Heavenly Father and find a home both in an adoptive family and the family of the
Church.
Pray for the Children’s Ministry at Christ Covenant. Pray that the volunteers would have the
wisdom and discernment to serve the children well and pray that the children would learn to
become joyful followers of Jesus.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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