Formation Devotional
February 28, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able,
in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
(Psalm 90:14)

Opening Prayer
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it
would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have
none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow
into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP 826)

Confession of Sin
Lord Jesus Christ, though being in very nature God, when you came to redeem us you humbled
yourself and made yourself nothing. Though you were rich, for our sakes you became poor, so that
through your poverty we might become rich. We confess how unlike you we are in our attitudes and
actions. We strive for recognition from others, and we sulk and become bitter if we do not get it. We
attend to our own needs and concerns yet fail to care for others except when it serves our purposes.
Forgive us our sin and renew our hearts. Grant us to realize that we only achieve greatness and gain
our lives by giving them away. Work in us by the power of your Spirit so that we become more like
you and so bring glory to our Father in heaven. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from
the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
(Romans 5:9-11)
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Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 85
Revive Us Again
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah.
LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2

You forgave the iniquity of your people;
you covered all their sin. Selah

3

You withdrew all your wrath;
you turned from your hot anger.

4

Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us!

5

Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?

6

Will you not revive us again,
that your people may rejoice in you?

7

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,
and grant us your salvation.

8

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.

9

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

10

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
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righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11

Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.

12

Yes, the LORD will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.

13

Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way.

New Testament Reading
Mark wrote more for the Romans, who couldn’t care less about Hebrew genealogy. Mark’s gospel is filled with
action. By the fourteenth verse of chapter 1, Mark already records Jesus preaching about the kingdom of God.
Mark loses little time, and his gospel is regarded as the fast-paced account. This brief account of Jesus’ earthly
ministry highlights Jesus’ authority and servanthood.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Mark 15
Jesus Delivered to Pilate
And as soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and
the whole council. And they bound Jesus and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate. And
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” And
the chief priests accused him of many things. And Pilate again asked him, “Have you no answer to
make? See how many charges they bring against you.” But Jesus made no further answer, so that
Pilate was amazed.
2

3

4

5

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified
Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. And among the
rebels in prison, who had committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas.
And the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do as he usually did for them. And he answered
them, saying, “Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?” For he perceived that it was
out of envy that the chief priests had delivered him up. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to
have him release for them Barabbas instead. And Pilate again said to them, “Then what shall I do
with the man you call the King of the Jews?” And they cried out again, “Crucify him.” And Pilate
said to them, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him.” So
6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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14

15
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Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, he
delivered him to be crucified.
Jesus Is Mocked
And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they
called together the whole battalion. And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a
crown of thorns, they put it on him. And they began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And
they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him.
And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on
him. And they led him out to crucify him.
16

17

18

19

20

The Crucifixion
And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of
Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which
means Place of a Skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. And
they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, to decide what each
should take. And it was the third hour when they crucified him. And the inscription of the charge
against him read, “The King of the Jews.” And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right
and one on his left. And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha!
You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself, and come down from
the cross!” So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved
others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that
we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him.
21

22

23
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31

32

The Death of Jesus
And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.
And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means,
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders hearing it said,
“Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed
and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”
And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two,
from top to bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
33

34
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39

There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed
him and ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up with him to
Jerusalem.
40

41

Jesus Is Buried
42

43

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath,
Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the
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kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was
surprised to hear that he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him
whether he was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted
the corpse to Joseph. And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the
linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against
the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid.
44
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Prayers of Intercession
Neighborhood
•
•
•
•

Pray that Christians would be faithful in obeying Jesus’ command to love our neighbors
especially through hospitality, kindness and gospel witness.
Pray that those who are caught in human trafficking would find safety from their abusers.
Pray that they would find emotional, physical, and spiritual healing.
Pray that women facing unexpected pregnancies would find loving care. Pray that they would
ultimately choose life for the child and be hopeful about their future after giving birth.
Pray for spiritual thirst that would draw people to churches in their neighborhood. Pray that
many new people would become followers of Jesus.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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