Formation Devotional
February 6, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole
or in part.

Call to Prayer
Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of
distress. (Isaiah 33:2)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who has set the solitary in families: We commend to your
continual care the homes in which your people dwell. Put far from them every root of bitterness, the
desire of vainglory, and the pride of life. Fill them with faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness. Knit together in constant affection those who, in holy wedlock, have been made
one flesh. Turn the hearts of the parents to the children, and the hearts of the children to the parents;
and so kindle love among us all, that we may be kind to one to another; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP 828)

Confession of Sin
God of everlasting love, we confess that we have been unfaithful in our relationship with you and
with one another. We have worshiped other gods: money, power, greed, and convenience. We have
served our own self-interest instead of serving you and your people. We have not loved our neighbor
as you have commanded, nor have we rightly loved ourselves. Forgive us, gracious God, and bring us
back into the fullness of our relationship with you and one another. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits,
3 who forgives all your iniquity,
who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the pit,
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who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5 who satisfies you with good
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. (Psalm 103:1-5)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 53
There Is None Who Does Good
To the choirmaster: according to Mahalath. A Maskil of David.
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity;
there is none who does good.
2

God looks down from heaven
on the children of man

to see if there are any who understand,
who seek after God.
3

They have all fallen away;
together they have become corrupt;

there is none who does good,
not even one.
4

Have those who work evil no knowledge,
who eat up my people as they eat bread,
and do not call upon God?

5

There they are, in great terror,
where there is no terror!

For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you;
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you put them to shame, for God has rejected them.
6

Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
When God restores the fortunes of his people,
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

New Testament Reading
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the
lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah. In that light, Matthew's references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God's fulfillment of
the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Matthew 27
Jesus Delivered to Pilate
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to
put him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the
governor.
Judas Hangs Himself
Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought
back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying
innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 And throwing down the pieces of
silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the
pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they
took counsel and bought with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. 8 Therefore that
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price
had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10 and they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord
directed me.”
3

Jesus Before Pilate
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”
Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no
answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14 But
he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
11
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The Crowd Chooses Barabbas
Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he
was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous
man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20 Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to
them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23
And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
15

Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified
So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it
yourselves.” 25 And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then he
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.
24

Jesus Is Mocked
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the
whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and twisting
together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling
before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the
reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe
and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him.
27

The Crucifixion
As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry
his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34 they
offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35 And when
they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down
and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they put the charge against him, which read,
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and
one on the left. 39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, “You who
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 42
“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the
cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For
he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the
same way.
32
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The Death of Jesus
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is
calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it
on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come
to save him.” 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
45

And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook,
and the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised, 53 and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy
city and appeared to many. 54 When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over
Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was
the Son of God!”
51

There were also many women there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from
Galilee, ministering to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and
Joseph and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
55

Jesus Is Buried
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a
disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be
given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his
own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the entrance of the tomb
and went away. 61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
57

The Guard at the Tomb
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate 63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days
I will rise.’ 64 Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and
steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than
the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So
they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting a guard.
62

Prayers of Intercession
Relationships
•
•

Pray for those in your immediate family. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know
Christ, pray that they would come to know him.
Ask God to reveal to you if there are members of your family whom you can come alongside
and encourage in their faith. If so, pray that God would reveal them to you and give you the
words, wisdom and compassion to share.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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