Formation Devotional
January 10, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able,
in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the
way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8)

Opening Prayer
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 815)

Confession of Sin
Gracious Lord, we confess that we dishonor you in our words, thoughts and deeds. Depending on
our strength, we stumble. Glorying in our own righteousness, we reject you. Turning our faces from
you, we desire the things of this world to satisfy us. We pray now, Lord, for you to forgive all of our
many sins; to cleanse the darkness from our lives, and to turn our faces and our hearts back towards
you. We pray these things in the name of your most precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. (1 John 2:1-2)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 15
Who Shall Dwell on Your Holy Hill?
A Psalm of David.
1 O LORD, who shall sojourn in your tent?
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?

2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right
and speaks truth in his heart;

3 who does not slander with his tongue
and does no evil to his neighbor,
nor takes up a reproach against his friend;

4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who fear the LORD;
who swears to his own hurt and does not change;

5 who does not put out his money at interest
and does not take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never be moved.

New Testament Reading
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the
lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah. In that light, Matthew's references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God's fulfillment of
the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Matthew 8
Jesus Cleanses a Leper
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1 When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2 And behold, a leper came to
him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And Jesus stretched
out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 4
And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and
offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.”
The Faith of a Centurion
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 “Lord, my
servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come and heal
him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only
say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers
under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he marveled and said to those who
followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will
come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you
as you have believed.” And the servant was healed at that very moment.
Jesus Heals Many
14 And when Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever. 15 He
touched her hand, and the fever left her, and she rose and began to serve him. 16 That evening they
brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word and
healed all who were sick. 17 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our
illnesses and bore our diseases.”
The Cost of Following Jesus
18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side. 19 And a
scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 20 And Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head.” 21 Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 And
Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”
Jesus Calms a Storm
23 And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him. 24 And behold, there arose a great
storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. 25 And they
went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” 26 And he said to them, “Why are you
afraid, O you of little faith?” Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great
calm. 27 And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey
him?”
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Jesus Heals Two Men with Demons
28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men
met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 29 And behold, they
cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us before the
time?” 30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. 31 And the demons
begged him, saying, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.” 32 And he said to them,
“Go.” So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep
bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. 33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told
everything, especially what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34 And behold, all the city
came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region.

Prayers of Intercession
Neighborhood
•
•

•

Pray for Hope for the City, CCC’s Mercy & Evangelism Team. That God would work mightily
through the team as it seeks to minister in our community and city.
Pray for adults and youth in our city who are living with mental and physical disabilities—
that they would know their worth and importance in our society because of genuine
friendships and relationships within their communities.
Pray for Christians to be united across churches and denominations to work together for the
good of their neighborhoods.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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