Formation Devotional
January 1, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in
whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish
the work of our hands. (Psalm 90:17)

Opening Prayer
O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your gracious
hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve you with
gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. (BCP 814)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and emotions
of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him.

Praying the Psalms
Pray the psalm back to God as you read through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 2
The Reign of the LORD's Anointed
1 Why do the nations rage
and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves,
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and the rulers take counsel together,
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart
and cast away their cords from us.”
4 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath,
and terrify them in his fury, saying,
6 “As for me, I have set my King
on Zion, my holy hill.”
7 I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,
and the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron
and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”
10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise;
be warned, O rulers of the earth.
11 Serve the LORD with fear,
and rejoice with trembling.
12 Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way,
for his wrath is quickly kindled.
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you to this
evening.

Genesis 1
The Creation of the World
1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void,
and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good.
And God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 7 And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the
expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8 And God called the expanse
Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11 And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in
which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth
vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their
seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there
was morning, the third day.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night.
And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 And
God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over
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the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there
was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
20 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the
earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea creatures and every living
creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the
beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything
that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have
them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Gospel Identity
•
•
•

Thank God for encouraging you through fellowship among other believers.
Thank God for actively working in your relationships and Growth Groups.
Thank God for giving us his Son, the foundation of the church and the cornerstone that holds
us together as one body.
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O Lord, support us all the day long, until the shadows lengthen and the evening comes, and the busy
world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then in your mercy grant us a
safe lodging, and a holy rest, and peace at the last. Amen. (BCP 833)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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