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Formation Devotional 
January 1, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 
 
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

 

Opening Prayer 
 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we are thankful that your mercy is higher than the heavens, 

wider than our wanderings, deeper than all our sin. Forgive our frivolous attitude toward life, our 

callousness toward suffering, our envy of those who have more than we have, our obsession with 

creating a life of constant pleasure, our indifference to the treasures of heaven, our neglect of your 

wise and gracious law. Help us to change our way of life so that we may desire what is good, love 

what you love, and do what you command, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the 

assurance of grace. 

 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:9) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 1 

The Way of the Righteous and the Wicked 

1 Blessed is the man 

    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

    and on his law he meditates day and night. 

3 He is like a tree 

    planted by streams of water 

that yields its fruit in its season, 

    and its leaf does not wither. 

In all that he does, he prospers. 

4 The wicked are not so, 

    but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

    nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

6 for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

    but the way of the wicked will perish. 

New Testament Reading 

 
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the 

lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish 

Messiah. In that light, Matthew's references to the Old Testament remind us that Jesus is God's fulfillment of 

the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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Matthew 1 

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ 

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 

brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and 

Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of 

Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the 

father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of 

Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the 

father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah 

the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and 

Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father 

of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim 

the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the 

father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the 

father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who 

is called Christ. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the 

deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 

fourteen generations. 

The Birth of Jesus Christ 

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to 

Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her 

husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 

20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 

the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
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(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he 

called his name Jesus. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Gospel Identity 

 
• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day today. 

 

• Pray that those in the church and in your Shepherding Group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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