Formation Devotional
January 14, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you
and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will
call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our
redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 201)

Confession of Sin
Heavenly Father, loving King, our thoughts and motives cannot be hidden from Your sight. Our selfpity and pride, our cowardice and sloth, our greed and lust, our anger and envy are laid bare before
Your eyes and ours. We open ourselves to You and ask that You cover us in Christ. Let us hear Your
voice: saying His blood is our peace, His death is our freedom, His Spirit our power, His smiting our
safety. And convince our hearts afresh that in Your service is perfect freedom. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved- and raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 2:4-6)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.

Psalm 19
The Law of the LORD Is Perfect
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To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.
1 The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge.
3 There is no speech, nor are there words,
whose voice is not heard.
4 Their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,

5

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.

6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.
7 The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;
8 the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;
9 the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;
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the rules of the LORD are true,
and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can discern his errors?
Declare me innocent from hidden faults.
13 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me!
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

New Testament Reading
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the
lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah. In that light, Matthew’s references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God’s fulfillment of
the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Matthew 10
The Twelve Apostles
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1 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them
out, and to heal every disease and every affliction. 2 The names of the twelve apostles are these: first,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3
Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and
Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles
5 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles and enter no town
of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And proclaim as you go,
saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out
demons. You received without paying; give without pay. 9 Acquire no gold or silver or copper for
your belts, 10 no bag for your journey, or two tunics or sandals or a staff, for the laborer deserves his
food. 11 And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until you
depart. 12 As you enter the house, greet it. 13 And if the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it,
but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. 14 And if anyone will not receive you or listen to
your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 15 Truly, I say to
you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for
that town.
Persecution Will Come
16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent
as doves. 17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues,
18 and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and
the Gentiles. 19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or what you are
to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the
father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them put to death, 22 and you will be
hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When they
persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not have gone through all
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.
24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple
to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household.
Have No Fear
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be
known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the
housetops. 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who
can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. 31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 So everyone who
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acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but
whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.
Not Peace, but a Sword
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a
sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his own
household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves
son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and
follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my
sake will find it.
Rewards
40 “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 41 The
one who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and the one who
receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a righteous person's reward.
42 And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I
say to you, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Prayers of Intercession
Gospel Identity
•
•

Are there things causing you worry, fear, sadness, or anger? Pray that you would experience
Christ’s love for you precisely in those places.
Pray for those around you to feel secure in the identity that God freely offers.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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