Formation Devotional
January 16, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the
Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their
splendor into it. (Revelation 21:23-24)

Opening Prayer
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the
splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the
mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which
surrounds us on every side. (BCP 836)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 24
The King of Glory
A Psalm of David.
1 The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,
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2 for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
3 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in his holy place?
4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart,
who does not lift up his soul to what is false
and does not swear deceitfully.
5 He will receive blessing from the LORD
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
6 Such is the generation of those who seek him,
who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah
7 Lift up your heads, O gates!
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty,
the LORD, mighty in battle!
9 Lift up your heads, O gates!
And lift them up, O ancient doors,
that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts,
he is the King of glory! Selah
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Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 12
The Call of Abram
1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to
the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all
their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they
set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through
the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill country on
the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built
an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9 And Abram journeyed on, still going
toward the Negeb.
Abram and Sarai in Egypt
10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the
famine was severe in the land. 11 When he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I
know that you are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will
say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it
may go well with me because of you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 14 When Abram
entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 And when the princes of
Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 16
And for her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants,
female servants, female donkeys, and camels.
17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 18
So Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that
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she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then,
here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent
him away with his wife and all that he had.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Relationships
•
•
•

Thank him for the rich and meaningful relationships Christians can have with one another
because God first broke down the dividing wall of hostility and made us one.
Thank him for all who faithfully walk with God, whether married or single, for a season or for
a lifetime.
Thank him for the opportunities at Christ Covenant that allow us to forge and cultivate
friendships across the barriers that divide our society.

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are weary
from the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 133)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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