Formation Devotional
January 17, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in
part.

Call to Prayer
On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. Because you are my
help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. (Psalm 63:6-7)

Opening Prayer
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and
cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your
presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our
love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 840)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 26
I Will Bless the LORD
Of David.
1 Vindicate me, O LORD,
for I have walked in my integrity,
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and I have trusted in the LORD without wavering.
2 Prove me, O LORD, and try me;
test my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in your faithfulness.
4 I do not sit with men of falsehood,
nor do I consort with hypocrites.
5 I hate the assembly of evildoers,
and I will not sit with the wicked.
6 I wash my hands in innocence
and go around your altar, O LORD,
7 proclaiming thanksgiving aloud,
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
8 O LORD, I love the habitation of your house
and the place where your glory dwells.
9 Do not sweep my soul away with sinners,
nor my life with bloodthirsty men,
10 in whose hands are evil devices,
and whose right hands are full of bribes.
11 But as for me, I shall walk in my integrity;
redeem me, and be gracious to me.
12 My foot stands on level ground;
in the great assembly I will bless the LORD.

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

2

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 13
Abram and Lot Separate
1 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the
Negeb.
2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And he journeyed on from the
Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4
to the place where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon the name of the
LORD. 5 And Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, 6 so that the land could
not support both of them dwelling together; for their possessions were so great that they could not
dwell together, 7 and there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram's livestock and the herdsmen
of Lot's livestock. At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites were dwelling in the land.
8 Then Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and me, and between your herdsmen
and my herdsmen, for we are kinsmen. 9 Is not the whole land before you? Separate yourself from
me. If you take the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if you take the right hand, then I will go to
the left.” 10 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw that the Jordan Valley was well watered everywhere
like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, in the direction of Zoar. (This was before the LORD
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) 11 So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley, and Lot
journeyed east. Thus they separated from each other. 12 Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while
Lot settled among the cities of the valley and moved his tent as far as Sodom. 13 Now the men of
Sodom were wicked, great sinners against the LORD.
14 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the
place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward, 15 for all the land that
you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring as the dust of
the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise,
walk through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his
tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar to
the LORD.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Neighborhood
•
•
•

Thank God for reconciling us first to him through Christ, so that we can seek true peace and
reconciliation in our communities.
Thank him for the way he is healing our society across racial, economic, and cultural divides,
though we may not always see how.
Thank him for the gifts he's given that we can share generously with others in need.

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69)

Benediction
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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