Formation Devotional
January 20, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in
whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is
my fortress, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 62:5-6)

Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all
other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common
good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations
of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP
261)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 28
The LORD Is My Strength and My Shield
Of David.
1 To you, O LORD, I call;
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my rock, be not deaf to me,
lest, if you be silent to me,
I become like those who go down to the pit.
2 Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy,
when I cry to you for help,
when I lift up my hands
toward your most holy sanctuary.
3 Do not drag me off with the wicked,
with the workers of evil,
who speak peace with their neighbors
while evil is in their hearts.
4 Give to them according to their work
and according to the evil of their deeds;
give to them according to the work of their hands;
render them their due reward.
5 Because they do not regard the works of the LORD
or the work of his hands,
he will tear them down and build them up no more.
6 Blessed be the LORD!
For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy.
7 The LORD is my strength and my shield;
in him my heart trusts, and I am helped;
my heart exults,
and with my song I give thanks to him.
8 The LORD is the strength of his people;
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he is the saving refuge of his anointed.
9 Oh, save your people and bless your heritage!
Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 14
Abram Rescues Lot
1 In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and
Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah,
Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these
joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served
Chedorlaomer, but in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 5 In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him came and defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham,
the Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran on the
border of the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and
defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites who were dwelling in Hazazontamar.
8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of Zeboiim, and the
king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the Valley of Siddim 9 with
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of
Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the kings
of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled to the hill country. 11 So the
enemy took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and went their way.
12 They also took Lot, the son of Abram's brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and his possessions,
and went their way.
13 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the oaks of
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of Abram. 14 When Abram
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heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 318 of
them, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and
his servants, and defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought
back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his possessions, and the women
and the people.
Abram Blessed by Melchizedek
17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of
Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). 18 And Melchizedek
king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him
and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the
persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my
hand to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or
a sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will take
nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who went with me. Let Aner,
Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Work
•
•
•

Praise God for his great mercy in calling you to himself and allowing you to participate in his
work here in the city.
Thank him for being the source of all wisdom and discernment that guides your daily work.
Thank him for sending us missionally into diverse industries and work environments that we
may declare his glories to the world through our labor.

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep
we may rest in peace. (BCP 134)
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Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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