Formation Devotional
January 20, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait
expectantly. (Psalm 5:3)

Opening Prayer
O merciful Creator, your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature: Make us
always thankful for your loving providence; and grant that we, remembering the account that we
must one day give, may be faithful stewards of your good gifts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 259)

Confession of Sin
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion, blot
out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my
transgressions, and my sin is always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what
is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. Cleanse me with
hyssop and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let
the bones you have crushed rejoice. Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so
that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
(Titus 3:4-7)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 27
The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation
Of David.
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When evildoers assail me
to eat up my flesh,
my adversaries and foes,
it is they who stumble and fall.
3 Though an army encamp against me,
my heart shall not fear;
though war arise against me,
yet I will be confident.
4 One thing have I asked of the LORD,
that will I seek after:
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD
and to inquire in his temple.
5 For he will hide me in his shelter
in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will lift me high upon a rock.
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6 And now my head shall be lifted up
above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent
sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the LORD.
7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud;
be gracious to me and answer me!
8 You have said, “Seek my face.”
My heart says to you,
“Your face, LORD, do I seek.”
9

Hide not your face from me.

Turn not your servant away in anger,
O you who have been my help.
Cast me not off; forsake me not,
O God of my salvation!
10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me,
but the LORD will take me in.
11 Teach me your way, O LORD,
and lead me on a level path
because of my enemies.
12 Give me not up to the will of my adversaries;
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.
13 I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
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14 Wait for the LORD;
be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the LORD!

New Testament Reading
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the
lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah. In that light, Matthew’s references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God’s fulfillment of
the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Matthew 14
The Death of John the Baptist
1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame of Jesus, 2 and he said to his servants, “This is
John the Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why these miraculous powers are at work
in him.” 3 For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip's wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
5 And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a
prophet. 6 But when Herod's birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company
and pleased Herod, 7 so that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she might ask. 8
Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 9 And the
king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he commanded it to be given. 10 He sent and
had John beheaded in the prison, 11 and his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and
she brought it to her mother. 12 And his disciples came and took the body and buried it, and they
went and told Jesus.
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When he went ashore he saw
a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 Now when it was evening,
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the
crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16 But Jesus said, “They need not
go away; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and
two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he
broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And
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they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 21
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Jesus Walks on the Water
22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat by this time was a long way
from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. 25 And in the fourth watch of the
night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,
they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”
28 And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He
said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30 But when he
saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31 Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did
you doubt?” 32 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret
34 And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that
place recognized him, they sent around to all that region and brought to him all who were sick 36 and
implored him that they might only touch the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were
made well.

Prayers of Intercession
Work
•

•

Confess the ways you rely too much on your own wisdom and experience to discern your
vocational purpose, rather than looking to God to define your identity and guide your daily
work toward his glory.
Pray for a growing awareness of the Spirit’s wisdom for your daily work, that you might
actively depend on God to navigate today's challenges.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

6

