Formation Devotional
January 22, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Your statutes have been my songs in the house of my sojourning. I remember your name in the night,
O Lord, and keep your law. (Psalm 119:54-55)

Opening Prayer
Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this
church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all
things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy
Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 32
Blessed Are the Forgiven
A Maskil of David.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
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Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

4

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah

5

I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah
6

Therefore let everyone who is godly
offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;

surely in the rush of great waters,
they shall not reach him.
7

You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah

8

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.

9

Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
which must be curbed with bit and bridle,
or it will not stay near you.

10

Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD.

11

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous,
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and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 16
Sarai and Hagar
Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant whose name
was Hagar. And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has prevented me from bearing
children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram listened to
the voice of Sarai. So, after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram's wife,
took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. And he went in
to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt
on her mistress. And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my servant
to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with contempt. May
the LORD judge between you and me!” But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your servant is in your
power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from her.
2
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The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, the spring on the way to
Shur. And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from and where are you going?”
She said, “I am fleeing from my mistress Sarai.” The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your
mistress and submit to her.” The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will surely multiply your
offspring so that they cannot be numbered for multitude.” And the angel of the LORD said to her,
7
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“Behold, you are pregnant
and shall bear a son.
You shall call his name Ishmael,
because the LORD has listened to your affliction.
12

He shall be a wild donkey of a man,
his hand against everyone
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and everyone's hand against him,
and he shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.”
So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly
here I have seen him who looks after me.” Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; it lies
between Kadesh and Bered.
13

14

And Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael.
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.
15

16

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Church Community
•
•
•

Thank God for the caring spirit displayed in the deacons at Christ Covenant as they come
alongside congregants in times of hardship.
Thank God for sending his church to make disciples of all nations. Thank him for the faith and
courage with which Christians suffer persecution.
Thank God for the indomitable gospel movement already on the rise. Thank him for being the
author and perfecter of our faith and of the spiritual revival in our city.

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep
we may rest in peace. (BCP 134)

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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