Formation Devotional
January 24, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in
part.

Call to Prayer
Lord, you are the God who saves me; day and night I cry out to you. May my prayer come before
you; turn your ear to my cry. (Psalm 88:1-2)

Opening Prayer
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all who, following in
his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, patience, and courage, they may
minister in his Name to the suffering, the friendless, and the needy—for the love of him who laid
down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 260)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 36
How Precious Is Your Steadfast Love
To the choirmaster. Of David, the servant of the LORD.
Transgression speaks to the wicked
deep in his heart;
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there is no fear of God
before his eyes.
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For he flatters himself in his own eyes
that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.

3

The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit;
he has ceased to act wisely and do good.

4

He plots trouble while on his bed;
he sets himself in a way that is not good;
he does not reject evil.

5

Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the clouds.

6

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep;
man and beast you save, O LORD.

7

How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

8

They feast on the abundance of your house,
and you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9

For with you is the fountain of life;
in your light do we see light.

10

Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you,
and your righteousness to the upright of heart!

11

Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me,
nor the hand of the wicked drive me away.

12

There the evildoers lie fallen;

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

2

they are thrust down, unable to rise.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 18
And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of
the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth and said,
“O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be
brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while I bring a morsel of bread, that
you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.”
So they said, “Do as you have said.” And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said,
“Quick! Three seahs of fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” And Abraham ran to the herd and took
a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. Then he took curds and
milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them under the tree
while they ate.
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They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the tent.” The LORD said, “I
will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah
was listening at the tent door behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years.
The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am
worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah
laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the LORD? At
the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall have a son.” But
Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did laugh.”
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Then the men set out from there, and they looked down toward Sodom. And Abraham went with
them to set them on their way. The LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do,
seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed in him? For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD
may bring to Abraham what he has promised him.” Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have
done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.”
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Abraham Intercedes for Sodom
So the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD.
Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place and not spare it
for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to
death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.”
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Abraham answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust
and ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of
five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and said,
“Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” Then he said,
“Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will
not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord. Suppose
twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.” Then he said,
“Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this once. Suppose ten are found there.” He
answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” And the LORD went his way, when he had
finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned to his place.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving
Neighborhood
•
•

Thank God that he calls us, in a commitment-averse culture, to commit ourselves to loving
and serving the communities he has placed us in.
Thank him for giving us the living water that satisfies our deepest needs. Thank him for
actively softening hearts of those who don’t yet believe.

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not
into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 69)

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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