Formation Devotional
January 29, 2020 Morning

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are
able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my
refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16)

Opening Prayer
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people
the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his
marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen. (BCP 215)

Confession of Sin
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you destroyed the power of sin and death. We confess
that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by our own selfishness and sin. We waste your gifts,
wander from your ways, and forget your love. We overlook our neighbor and are constantly focused
on ourselves. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us
new, that we may know the joy of the fullness of life given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen.
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the
assurance of grace.
I acknowledge my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions
to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Psalm 32:5)

Praying the Psalms
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ.
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Psalm 41
O LORD, Be Gracious to Me
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.
Blessed is the one who considers the poor!
In the day of trouble the LORD delivers him;
2

the LORD protects him and keeps him alive;
he is called blessed in the land;
you do not give him up to the will of his enemies.

3

The LORD sustains him on his sickbed;
in his illness you restore him to full health.

4

As for me, I said, “O LORD, be gracious to me;
heal me, for I have sinned against you!”

5

My enemies say of me in malice,
“When will he die, and his name perish?”

6

And when one comes to see me, he utters empty words,
while his heart gathers iniquity;
when he goes out, he tells it abroad.

7

All who hate me whisper together about me;
they imagine the worst for me.

8

They say, “A deadly thing is poured out on him;
he will not rise again from where he lies.”

9

Even my close friend in whom I trusted,
who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me.

10

But you, O LORD, be gracious to me,
and raise me up, that I may repay them!
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11

By this I know that you delight in me:
my enemy will not shout in triumph over me.

12

But you have upheld me because of my integrity,
and set me in your presence forever.

13

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting!

Amen and Amen.

New Testament Reading
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the
lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah. In that light, Matthew's references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God's fulfillment of
the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God.
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take
them to God in prayer.

Matthew 21
The Triumphal Entry
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find
a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you,
you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” This took place to fulfill what
was spoken by the prophet, saying,
2
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4

5

“Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and
put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before
him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was
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stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of
Galilee.”
11

Jesus Cleanses the Temple
And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. He said to
them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.”
12

13

And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. But when the chief
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in the
temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, and they said to him, “Do you hear
what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read,
14

15

16

“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies
you have prepared praise’?”
17

And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.

Jesus Curses the Fig Tree
In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the
wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever
come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once.
18

19

When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” And Jesus
answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what
has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the
sea,’ it will happen. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
20
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The Authority of Jesus Challenged
And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he
was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer,
then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it
come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we
are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.
23
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The Parable of the Two Sons
“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in
the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went.
And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which
28

29

30

31

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH WWW.CCOTC.ORG

4

of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you,
the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes
believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.
32

The Parable of the Tenants
“Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence
around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another
country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And
the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other
servants, more than the first. And they did the same to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the
vineyard and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”
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Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on
anyone, it will crush him.”
43

44

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking
about them. And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they
held him to be a prophet.
45

46

Prayers of Intercession
Church Community
•
•

•

Pray that relationships of genuine accountability would be cultivated in our Shepherding and
Growth Groups.
Pray for the global church, especially for Christians in Australia: for churches having to
rebuild, for churches facing stagnant growth, individualistic spirituality, and negative views
toward Christians’ perceived intolerance.
Pray for the church in Columbia: ask God to show you how he is calling you to serve your
church at this time. Ask God to help his people discover and use their spiritual gifts.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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