Formation Devotional
January 8, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son.
Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine and oil increase. I lie down in
peace; at once I fall asleep; for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. (Psalm 4:7-8)

Opening Prayer
Almighty Father, grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to you, may be
united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have sent, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen. (BCP 255)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 12
The Faithful Have Vanished
To the choirmaster: according to The Sheminith. A Psalm of David.
1 Save, O LORD, for the godly one is gone;
for the faithful have vanished from among the children of man.
2 Everyone utters lies to his neighbor;
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with flattering lips and a double heart they speak.
3 May the LORD cut off all flattering lips,
the tongue that makes great boasts,
4 those who say, “With our tongue we will prevail,
our lips are with us; who is master over us?”
5 “Because the poor are plundered, because the needy groan,
I will now arise,” says the LORD;
“I will place him in the safety for which he longs.”
6 The words of the LORD are pure words,
like silver refined in a furnace on the ground,
purified seven times.
7 You, O LORD, will keep them;
you will guard us from this generation forever.
8 On every side the wicked prowl,
as vileness is exalted among the children of man.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.

Genesis 6
Increasing Corruption on Earth
1 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of
God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as their wives any they chose. 3
Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120
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years.” 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God
came in to the daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who
were of old, the men of renown.
5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD regretted that he had made man on
the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have
created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I
am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.
Noah and the Flood
9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah
walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And God saw
the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God
said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence
through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of gopher wood.
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the
length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark,
and finish it to a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and
third decks. 17 For behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is
the breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish my
covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives
with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every sort into the ark to
keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds according to their kinds, and
of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, according to its kind,
two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food
that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all
that God commanded him.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Church Community
•
•
•

Thank God for the pastoral staff, Session, and Deacons who lead our church and serve our
congregation with grace and wisdom.
Thank God for giving us the Holy Spirit to guide us as we share our faith.
Thank God for sending church planters to our Presbytery and denomination and for
equipping them to be effective in their ministry.

Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial
brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP 133)
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Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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