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Formation Devotional 
January 8, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

 

Call to Prayer 

 
The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is 

corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 

right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP 816) 

 

Confession of Sin 

 
Gracious Lord, we confess that we dishonor you in our words, thoughts and deeds. Depending on 

our strength, we stumble. Glorying in our own righteousness, we reject you. Turning our faces from 

you, we desire the things of this world to satisfy us. We pray now, Lord, for you to forgive all of our 

many sins; to cleanse the darkness from our lives, and to turn our faces and our hearts back towards 

you. We pray these things in the name of your most precious son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and respond in gratitude according to the 

assurance of grace. 

 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  (1 John 2:1-2) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 11 

The LORD Is in His Holy Temple 
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To the choirmaster. Of David. 

1 In the LORD I take refuge; 

how can you say to my soul, 

    “Flee like a bird to your mountain, 

2 for behold, the wicked bend the bow; 

    they have fitted their arrow to the string 

    to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 

3 if the foundations are destroyed, 

    what can the righteous do?” 

4 The LORD is in his holy temple; 

    the LORD's throne is in heaven; 

    his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. 

5 The LORD tests the righteous, 

    but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence. 

6 Let him rain coals on the wicked; 

    fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. 

7 For the LORD is righteous; 

he loves righteous deeds; 

    the upright shall behold his face. 

New Testament Reading 

 
Matthew was written for a Jewish audience. That’s why he starts his gospel with a genealogy. Tracing the 

lineage of Jesus back to David would be significant to a Hebrew who was wondering if Jesus was the Jewish 

Messiah. In that light, Matthew's references to the Old Testament reminds us that Jesus is God's fulfillment of 

the Jewish law and the prophets. The Sermon on the Mount becomes the new identity for the people of God. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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Matthew 6 

Giving to the Needy 

1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then 

you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 

right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 

reward you. 

The Lord's Prayer 

5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 

received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 

Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will 

be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before 

you ask him. 9 Pray then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

10 Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread, 

12 and forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

14 For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you 

do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
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Fasting 

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their 

fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you 

fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your 

Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Lay Up Treasures in Heaven 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 23 

but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, 

how great is the darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

Do Not Be Anxious 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 

nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being 

anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, 

O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 

drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 

Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be added to you 

34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient 

for the day is its own trouble. 

Prayers of Intercession 

 
Church Community 

 
• Pray for Christ Covenant’s pastoral staff and Session: for wisdom, humility, and courage as 

they serve the church and city. 
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• Pray that those who attend Sundays at Christ Covenant would find their way to a Growth 

Group so they would grow as disciples of Jesus by cultivating a relationship with God and 

friendship with others. 

• Pray for the global church, especially for those in Europe: compassion on a growing number of 

Muslim immigrants and previously unreached peoples, a desire to experience Christianity as 

more than a nominal identity, and for the declining number of Christians on the continent. 

• Pray for church planters in Columbia and surrounding areas in the state: for provision of 

resources, vision for their ministries, and open doors to serve their communities. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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