Formation Devotional
January 9, 2020 Evening

Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part.

Call to Prayer
Into your hands I commend my spirit, for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. (Psalm
31:5)

Opening Prayer
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them
that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than
chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance
for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829)

Prayer of Examine
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and
emotions of your day with gratitude.
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today?
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today?
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him

Praying the Psalms
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ.

Psalm 14
The Fool Says, There Is No God
To the choirmaster. Of David.
1 The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds;
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there is none who does good.
2 The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man,
to see if there are any who understand,
who seek after God.
3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt;
there is none who does good,
not even one.
4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers
who eat up my people as they eat bread
and do not call upon the LORD?
5 There they are in great terror,
for God is with the generation of the righteous.
6 You would shame the plans of the poor,
but the LORD is his refuge.
7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!
When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,
let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.

Old Testament Reading
Genesis gives the account of creation, and the reason why it is so amazing and so corrupt at the same time. The
original intent of God for mankind is revealed: God creates the earth for mankind, and mankind for God. Though
things go wrong in the beginning, God promises the nomad Abraham that there would be a people who would
know Him and walk in His ways in the midst of a broken and rebellious world. The rest of Genesis unfolds in
the way God forms this people in the ancient world.
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this
evening.
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Genesis 7
1 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you
are righteous before me in this generation. 2 Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male
and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs of
the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth.
4 For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing
that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all that the LORD had
commanded him.
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And Noah and his
sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went into the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8
Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and of everything that creeps on the
ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the ark with Noah, as God had commanded
Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the flood came upon the earth.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month,
on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were
opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On the very same day Noah
and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them
entered the ark, 14 they and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their
kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird,
according to its kind, every winged creature. 15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all
flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and female of all flesh,
went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.
17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark, and it rose
high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated
on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that all the high
mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed above the mountains,
covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock,
beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry
land in whose nostrils was the breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the
face of the ground, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted
out from the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters
prevailed on the earth 150 days.

Prayers of Thanksgiving
Relationships
•
•

Thank God for being the source of love and for modeling the kind of sacrificial love that
enables and sustains each covenant relationship.
Thank God for entrusting families with children. Thank God that he equips families to affirm
a child's identity in Christ and train them up for his good purposes.
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Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, and illuminate this night with your celestial
brightness; that by night as by day your people may glorify your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (BCP 133)

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group.
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional.
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