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Formation Devotional 
July 10, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 

way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and especially 

the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, 

and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 823) 

Confession of Sin 

Pardon our sins, merciful Lord. We have been hasty and short in prayer, and this first sin of the day 

leads to so many others. Keep us from robbing you of the true worship which your glory requires and 

which our hearts so urgently need. Wipe out our sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, 

remembered and forgotten. Enable us to remember the blood that cleanses from all sin, and the grace 

which overwhelms all evil, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 

obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 118 

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
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    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Let Israel say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

3 Let the house of Aaron say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

4 Let those who fear the LORD say, 

    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

5 Out of my distress I called on the LORD; 

    the LORD answered me and set me free. 

6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. 

    What can man do to me? 

7 The LORD is on my side as my helper; 

    I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 

8 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

    than to trust in man. 

9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD 

    than to trust in princes. 

10 All nations surrounded me; 

    in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

11 They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; 

    in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

12 They surrounded me like bees; 

    they went out like a fire among thorns; 

    in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 

13 I was pushed hard,[a] so that I was falling, 
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    but the LORD helped me. 

14 The LORD is my strength and my song; 

    he has become my salvation. 

15 Glad songs of salvation 

    are in the tents of the righteous: 

“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 

16     the right hand of the LORD exalts, 

    the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 

17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 

    and recount the deeds of the LORD. 

18 The LORD has disciplined me severely, 

    but he has not given me over to death. 

19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 

20 This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

21 I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 

22 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone.[b] 

23 This is the LORD's doing; 

    it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! 

    O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 

    We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

27 The LORD is God, 

    and he has made his light to shine upon us. 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 

    up to the horns of the altar! 

28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 

    you are my God; I will extol you. 

29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 6 

Lawsuits Against Believers 

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous 

instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to 

be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge 

angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you 

lay them before those who have no standing in the church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that 

there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to 
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law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a 

defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves 

wrong and defraud—even your own brothers![a] 

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous[b] will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality,[c] 10 

nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 

God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

Flee Sexual Immorality 

12 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will 

not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God 

will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, 

and the Lord for the body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15 Do you 

not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make 

them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined[d] to a prostitute 

becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But he who is 

joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin[e] a 

person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. 19 Or 

do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 

God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

• Pray that Christians would oppose injustice in all forms and work towards racial 

reconciliation and healing in their neighborhoods. 

• Pray for strength as immigrants to Columbia transition into a new culture and way of life. 

Pray that they would be surrounded by encouraging neighbors and find jobs to support their 

families. 

• Pray that formerly incarcerated men and women would be welcomed back by friends and 

family with love and grace. Pray that severed relationships would be mended and 

strengthened. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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