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Formation Devotional 
July 1, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is 

corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 

right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of 

Jesus Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. (BCP 816) 

Confession of Sin 

O most merciful God, who pardons all who truly repent and turn to you: we humbly confess our sins. 

We have not loved you with a pure heart. Neither have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

not done justly, nor loved mercy, nor walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy upon us, O 

Lord, according to your loving-kindness. According to the multitude of your tender mercies, blot out 

our iniquity. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast us not away 

from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of our salvation and 

uphold us with your Spirit. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 Jonh 1:5-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 104 

O LORD My God, You Are Very Great 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

    O LORD my God, you are very great! 

You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 

2     covering yourself with light as with a garment, 

    stretching out the heavens like a tent. 

3 He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; 

he makes the clouds his chariot; 

    he rides on the wings of the wind; 

4 he makes his messengers winds, 

    his ministers a flaming fire. 

5 He set the earth on its foundations, 

    so that it should never be moved. 

6 You covered it with the deep as with a garment; 

    the waters stood above the mountains. 

7 At your rebuke they fled; 

    at the sound of your thunder they took to flight. 

8 The mountains rose, the valleys sank down 

    to the place that you appointed for them. 

9 You set a boundary that they may not pass, 

    so that they might not again cover the earth. 

10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; 

    they flow between the hills; 

11 they give drink to every beast of the field; 
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    the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 

12 Beside them the birds of the heavens dwell; 

    they sing among the branches. 

13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains; 

    the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 

14 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock 

    and plants for man to cultivate, 

that he may bring forth food from the earth 

15     and wine to gladden the heart of man, 

oil to make his face shine 

    and bread to strengthen man's heart. 

16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, 

    the cedars of Lebanon that he planted. 

17 In them the birds build their nests; 

    the stork has her home in the fir trees. 

18 The high mountains are for the wild goats; 

    the rocks are a refuge for the rock badgers. 

19 He made the moon to mark the seasons;[a] 

    the sun knows its time for setting. 

20 You make darkness, and it is night, 

    when all the beasts of the forest creep about. 

21 The young lions roar for their prey, 

    seeking their food from God. 

22 When the sun rises, they steal away 

    and lie down in their dens. 
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23 Man goes out to his work 

    and to his labor until the evening. 

24 O LORD, how manifold are your works! 

    In wisdom have you made them all; 

    the earth is full of your creatures. 

25 Here is the sea, great and wide, 

    which teems with creatures innumerable, 

    living things both small and great. 

26 There go the ships, 

    and Leviathan, which you formed to play in it.[b] 

27 These all look to you, 

    to give them their food in due season. 

28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; 

    when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 

29 When you hide your face, they are dismayed; 

    when you take away their breath, they die 

    and return to their dust. 

30 When you send forth your Spirit,[c] they are created, 

    and you renew the face of the ground. 

31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 

    may the LORD rejoice in his works, 

32 who looks on the earth and it trembles, 

    who touches the mountains and they smoke! 

33 I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

    I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
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34 May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

    for I rejoice in the LORD. 

35 Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 

    and let the wicked be no more! 

Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

Praise the LORD! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 15 

The Example of Christ 

We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not please 

himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” 4 For whatever 

was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and 

encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that 

together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore 

welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 

8 For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 

mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
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    and sing to your name.” 

10 And again it is said, 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11 And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

    and let all the peoples extol him.” 

12 And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 

    even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles 

14 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers,[a] that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with 

all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 15 But on some points I have written to you very boldly 

by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 

Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be 

acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work 

for God. 18 For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 

me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19 by the power of signs and wonders, by 

the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have 

fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not 

where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's foundation, 21 but as it is written, 

“Those who have never been told of him will see, 

    and those who have never heard will understand.” 

Paul's Plan to Visit Rome 

22 This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. 23 But now, since I no 

longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to 

you, 24 I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once 

I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid 

to the saints. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor 

among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if 
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the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in 

material blessings. 28 When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been 

collected,[b] I will leave for Spain by way of you. 29 I know that when I come to you I will come in the 

fullness of the blessing[c] of Christ. 

30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together 

with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 31 that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, 

and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32 so that by God's will I may come 

to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s elders: for wisdom, humility, and courage as they serve the church 

and community. 

• Pray that those who attend Sundays at Christ Covenant would find their way to a Growth 

Group so they would grow as disciples of Jesus by cultivating a relationship with God and 

friendship with others. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Europe. Praise God for the ongoing faithful witness of 

many historic churches. Pray for the challenges that mark parts of the region: pervasive 

secularism, indifference toward Christianity, the challenges of pluralism and immigrant 

minorities. 

• Pray for church planters in Columbia: for provision of resources, vision for their ministries, 

and open doors to serve their communities. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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