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Formation Devotional 
July 15, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be 

one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to 

you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have 

sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 225) 

Confession of Sin 

Lord God, we have given more weight to our successes and our happiness than to your will. 
We have eaten without a thought for the hungry. 
We have spoken without an effort to understand others. 
We have kept silent instead of telling the truth. 
We have judged others, forgetful that you alone are the Judge. 
We have acted in accordance with our desires rather than according to your commands. 
Within the church we have been slow to practice love of our neighbors. 
And in the world we have not been your faithful servants. 
Father, forgive us and help us to live as followers of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die 

for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die—but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 119:152-176 

Resh 

153 Look on my affliction and deliver me, 

    for I do not forget your law. 

154 Plead my cause and redeem me; 

    give me life according to your promise! 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked, 

    for they do not seek your statutes. 

156 Great is your mercy, O LORD; 

    give me life according to your rules. 

157 Many are my persecutors and my adversaries, 

    but I do not swerve from your testimonies. 

158 I look at the faithless with disgust, 

    because they do not keep your commands. 

159 Consider how I love your precepts! 

    Give me life according to your steadfast love. 

160 The sum of your word is truth, 

    and every one of your righteous rules endures forever. 

Sin and Shin 

161 Princes persecute me without cause, 

    but my heart stands in awe of your words. 

162 I rejoice at your word 

    like one who finds great spoil. 

163 I hate and abhor falsehood, 

    but I love your law. 
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164 Seven times a day I praise you 

    for your righteous rules. 

165 Great peace have those who love your law; 

    nothing can make them stumble. 

166 I hope for your salvation, O LORD, 

    and I do your commandments. 

167 My soul keeps your testimonies; 

    I love them exceedingly. 

168 I keep your precepts and testimonies, 

    for all my ways are before you. 

Taw 

169 Let my cry come before you, O LORD; 

    give me understanding according to your word! 

170 Let my plea come before you; 

    deliver me according to your word. 

171 My lips will pour forth praise, 

    for you teach me your statutes. 

172 My tongue will sing of your word, 

    for all your commandments are right. 

173 Let your hand be ready to help me, 

    for I have chosen your precepts. 

174 I long for your salvation, O LORD, 

    and your law is my delight. 

175 Let my soul live and praise you, 

    and let your rules help me. 
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176 I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek your servant, 

    for I do not forget your commandments. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 9 

Paul Surrenders His Rights 

9 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship 

in the Lord? 2 If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my 

apostleship in the Lord. 

3 This is my defense to those who would examine me. 4 Do we not have the right to eat and drink? 5 Do 

we not have the right to take along a believing wife,[a] as do the other apostles and the brothers of the 

Lord and Cephas? 6 Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a 

living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its 

fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk? 

8 Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? 9 For it is written in the 

Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God is 

concerned? 10 Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our sake, because the 

plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in the crop. 11 If we have 

sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 12 If others share 

this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? 

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle 

in the way of the gospel of Christ. 13 Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple 

service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial 

offerings? 14 In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get 

their living by the gospel. 

15 But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any such 

provision. For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting. 16 For if I 
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preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I 

do not preach the gospel! 17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I 

am still entrusted with a stewardship. 18 What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present 

the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel. 

19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them. 20 To 

the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under the 

law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. 21 To those outside 

the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of God but under the law of 

Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 

weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might save some. 23 I do it all for the 

sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you 

may obtain it. 25 Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 

wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. 27 But I 

discipline my body and keep it under control,[b] lest after preaching to others I myself should be 

disqualified. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s deacons: for perseverance, compassion, and courage as they serve 

the church and city. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Africa. Thank God for the strength of the African 

church and its astounding growth. Pray for the challenges that mark parts of the region: ethnic 

conflicts, famine, corruption. 

• Pray for evangelistic efforts throughout Columbia: that the whole body of believers would 

experience personal gospel renewal and that many others would also come to know Christ. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28551b

