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Formation Devotional 
July 16, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of 

the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them 

that your ways give more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than 

chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance 

for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and to keep alive their joy in your 

creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 122 

Let Us Go to the House of the LORD 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

I was glad when they said to me, 

    “Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 

2 Our feet have been standing 
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    within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

3 Jerusalem—built as a city 

    that is bound firmly together, 

4 to which the tribes go up, 

    the tribes of the LORD, 

as was decreed for[a] Israel, 

    to give thanks to the name of the LORD. 

5 There thrones for judgment were set, 

    the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 

    “May they be secure who love you! 

7 Peace be within your walls 

    and security within your towers!” 

8 For my brothers and companions' sake 

    I will say, “Peace be within you!” 

9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 

    I will seek your good. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 25 
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Baal Worship at Peor 

While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 2 These invited 

the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel 

yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. 4 And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs of the people and hang[a] them in the sun before the LORD, that the 

fierce anger of the LORD may turn away from Israel.” 5 And Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Each of 

you kill those of his men who have yoked themselves to Baal of Peor.” 

6 And behold, one of the people of Israel came and brought a Midianite woman to his family, in the 

sight of Moses and in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were 

weeping in the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the 

priest, saw it, he rose and left the congregation and took a spear in his hand 8 and went after the man 

of Israel into the chamber and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and the woman through her 

belly. Thus the plague on the people of Israel was stopped. 9 Nevertheless, those who died by the 

plague were twenty-four thousand. 

The Zeal of Phinehas 

10 And the LORD said to Moses, 11 “Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has turned back 

my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I did 

not consume the people of Israel in my jealousy. 12 Therefore say, ‘Behold, I give to him my covenant of 

peace, 13 and it shall be to him and to his descendants after him the covenant of a perpetual priesthood, 

because he was jealous for his God and made atonement for the people of Israel.’” 

14 The name of the slain man of Israel, who was killed with the Midianite woman, was Zimri the son of 

Salu, chief of a father's house belonging to the Simeonites. 15 And the name of the Midianite woman 

who was killed was Cozbi the daughter of Zur, who was the tribal head of a father's house in Midian. 

16 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 17 “Harass the Midianites and strike them down, 18 for they have 

harassed you with their wiles, with which they beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter 

of Cozbi, the daughter of the chief of Midian, their sister, who was killed on the day of the plague on 

account of Peor.” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Relationships 

• Thank God that we are his adopted children through Jesus Christ and co-heirs to his kingdom. 

Thank him that our children can rest in his love even when their earthly parents fall short. 

• Thank God for the staff and volunteers at the Children’s and Youth Ministries at Christ 

Covenant. For faithfully teaching our young ones the glorious deeds of the Lord so that they 

would set their hope in God. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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