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Formation Devotional 
July 17, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance. I will 

praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. (Psalm 16:6-7) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, that barriers 

which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being 

healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 823) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 124 

Our Help Is in the Name of the LORD 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side— 

    let Israel now say— 

2 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side 
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    when people rose up against us, 

3 then they would have swallowed us up alive, 

    when their anger was kindled against us; 

4 then the flood would have swept us away, 

    the torrent would have gone over us; 

5 then over us would have gone 

    the raging waters. 

6 Blessed be the LORD, 

    who has not given us 

    as prey to their teeth! 

7 We have escaped like a bird 

    from the snare of the fowlers; 

the snare is broken, 

    and we have escaped! 

8 Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

    who made heaven and earth. 

 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 
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Numbers 26 

Census of the New Generation 

After the plague, the LORD said to Moses and to Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, 2 “Take a census 

of all the congregation of the people of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, by their fathers' 

houses, all in Israel who are able to go to war.” 3 And Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them in 

the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 4 “Take a census of the people,[a] from twenty years 

old and upward,” as the LORD commanded Moses. The people of Israel who came out of the land of 

Egypt were: 

5 Reuben, the firstborn of Israel; the sons of Reuben: of Hanoch, the clan of the Hanochites; of Pallu, 

the clan of the Palluites; 6 of Hezron, the clan of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the clan of the Carmites. 7 

These are the clans of the Reubenites, and those listed were 43,730. 8 And the sons of Pallu: Eliab. 9 The 

sons of Eliab: Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. These are the Dathan and Abiram, chosen from the 

congregation, who contended against Moses and Aaron in the company of Korah, when they 

contended against the LORD 10 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up together with 

Korah, when that company died, when the fire devoured 250 men, and they became a warning. 11 But 

the sons of Korah did not die. 

12 The sons of Simeon according to their clans: of Nemuel, the clan of the Nemuelites; of Jamin, the clan 

of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the clan of the Jachinites; 13 of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites; of Shaul, the 

clan of the Shaulites. 14 These are the clans of the Simeonites, 22,200. 

15 The sons of Gad according to their clans: of Zephon, the clan of the Zephonites; of Haggi, the clan of 

the Haggites; of Shuni, the clan of the Shunites; 16 of Ozni, the clan of the Oznites; of Eri, the clan of the 

Erites; 17 of Arod, the clan of the Arodites; of Areli, the clan of the Arelites. 18 These are the clans of the 

sons of Gad as they were listed, 40,500. 

19 The sons of Judah were Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 20 And the sons of 

Judah according to their clans were: of Shelah, the clan of the Shelanites; of Perez, the clan of the 

Perezites; of Zerah, the clan of the Zerahites. 21 And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the clan of the 

Hezronites; of Hamul, the clan of the Hamulites. 22 These are the clans of Judah as they were listed, 

76,500. 

23 The sons of Issachar according to their clans: of Tola, the clan of the Tolaites; of Puvah, the clan of the 

Punites; 24 of Jashub, the clan of the Jashubites; of Shimron, the clan of the Shimronites. 25 These are the 

clans of Issachar as they were listed, 64,300. 

26 The sons of Zebulun, according to their clans: of Sered, the clan of the Seredites; of Elon, the clan of 

the Elonites; of Jahleel, the clan of the Jahleelites. 27 These are the clans of the Zebulunites as they were 

listed, 60,500. 

28 The sons of Joseph according to their clans: Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 The sons of Manasseh: of 

Machir, the clan of the Machirites; and Machir was the father of Gilead; of Gilead, the clan of the 

Gileadites. 30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Iezer, the clan of the Iezerites; of Helek, the clan of the 
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Helekites; 31 and of Asriel, the clan of the Asrielites; and of Shechem, the clan of the Shechemites; 32 and 

of Shemida, the clan of the Shemidaites; and of Hepher, the clan of the Hepherites. 33 Now Zelophehad 

the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters. And the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were 

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the clans of Manasseh, and those listed were 

52,700. 

35 These are the sons of Ephraim according to their clans: of Shuthelah, the clan of the Shuthelahites; of 

Becher, the clan of the Becherites; of Tahan, the clan of the Tahanites. 36 And these are the sons of 

Shuthelah: of Eran, the clan of the Eranites. 37 These are the clans of the sons of Ephraim as they were 

listed, 32,500. These are the sons of Joseph according to their clans. 

38 The sons of Benjamin according to their clans: of Bela, the clan of the Belaites; of Ashbel, the clan of 

the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the clan of the Ahiramites; 39 of Shephupham, the clan of the Shuphamites; 

of Hupham, the clan of the Huphamites. 40 And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the 

clan of the Ardites; of Naaman, the clan of the Naamites. 41 These are the sons of Benjamin according to 

their clans, and those listed were 45,600. 

42 These are the sons of Dan according to their clans: of Shuham, the clan of the Shuhamites. These are 

the clans of Dan according to their clans. 43 All the clans of the Shuhamites, as they were listed, were 

64,400. 

44 The sons of Asher according to their clans: of Imnah, the clan of the Imnites; of Ishvi, the clan of the 

Ishvites; of Beriah, the clan of the Beriites. 45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the clan of the Heberites; 

of Malchiel, the clan of the Malchielites. 46 And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah. 47 These 

are the clans of the sons of Asher as they were listed, 53,400. 

48 The sons of Naphtali according to their clans: of Jahzeel, the clan of the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the clan 

of the Gunites; 49 of Jezer, the clan of the Jezerites; of Shillem, the clan of the Shillemites. 50 These are the 

clans of Naphtali according to their clans, and those listed were 45,400. 

51 This was the list of the people of Israel, 601,730. 

52 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 53 “Among these the land shall be divided for inheritance according 

to the number of names. 54 To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you 

shall give a small inheritance; every tribe shall be given its inheritance in proportion to its list. 55 But 

the land shall be divided by lot. According to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit. 
56 Their inheritance shall be divided according to lot between the larger and the smaller.” 

57 This was the list of the Levites according to their clans: of Gershon, the clan of the Gershonites; of 

Kohath, the clan of the Kohathites; of Merari, the clan of the Merarites. 58 These are the clans of Levi: 

the clan of the Libnites, the clan of the Hebronites, the clan of the Mahlites, the clan of the Mushites, 

the clan of the Korahites. And Kohath was the father of Amram. 59 The name of Amram's wife was 

Jochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt. And she bore to Amram Aaron and 

Moses and Miriam their sister. 60 And to Aaron were born Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 61 But 

Nadab and Abihu died when they offered unauthorized fire before the LORD. 62 And those listed were 

23,000, every male from a month old and upward. For they were not listed among the people of Israel, 

because there was no inheritance given to them among the people of Israel. 
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63 These were those listed by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who listed the people of Israel in the plains 

of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 64 But among these there was not one of those listed by Moses and 

Aaron the priest, who had listed the people of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. 65 For the LORD had said 

of them, “They shall die in the wilderness.” Not one of them was left, except Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God that he calls us, in a commitment-averse culture, to commit ourselves to loving 

and serving the communities he has placed us in. 

• Thank him for giving us the living water that satisfies our deepest needs. Thank him for 

actively softening hearts of those who don’t yet believe. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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