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Formation Devotional 
July 20, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:28-30) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we may 

so use our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the 

goodness of your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 825) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 126 

Restore Our Fortunes, O LORD 

A Song of Ascents. 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 

2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  2 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 

3 The LORD has done great things for us; 

    we are glad. 

4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

    like streams in the Negeb! 

5 Those who sow in tears 

    shall reap with shouts of joy! 

6 He who goes out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    bringing his sheaves with him. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 27 

The Daughters of Zelophehad 

Then drew near the daughters of Zelophehad the son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of 

Manasseh, from the clans of Manasseh the son of Joseph. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, 

Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood before Moses and before Eleazar the priest and 

before the chiefs and all the congregation, at the entrance of the tent of meeting, saying, 3 “Our father 

died in the wilderness. He was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together 

against the LORD in the company of Korah, but died for his own sin. And he had no sons. 4 Why 
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should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son? Give to us a 

possession among our father's brothers.” 

5 Moses brought their case before the LORD. 6 And the LORD said to Moses, 7 “The daughters of 

Zelophehad are right. You shall give them possession of an inheritance among their father's brothers 

and transfer the inheritance of their father to them. 8 And you shall speak to the people of Israel, 

saying, ‘If a man dies and has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance to his daughter. 9 And if 

he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. 10 And if he has no brothers, 

then you shall give his inheritance to his father's brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, then you 

shall give his inheritance to the nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. And it shall be for 

the people of Israel a statute and rule, as the LORD commanded Moses.’” 

Joshua to Succeed Moses 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain of Abarim and see the land that I have given to 

the people of Israel. 13 When you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as your 

brother Aaron was, 14 because you rebelled against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the 

congregation quarreled, failing to uphold me as holy at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the 

waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.) 15 Moses spoke to the LORD, saying, 16 “Let the 

LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation 17 who shall go out before 

them and come in before them, who shall lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of 

the LORD may not be as sheep that have no shepherd.” 18 So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the 

son of Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him. 19 Make him stand before Eleazar 

the priest and all the congregation, and you shall commission him in their sight. 20 You shall invest him 

with some of your authority, that all the congregation of the people of Israel may obey. 21 And he shall 

stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire for him by the judgment of the Urim before the 

LORD. At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the people of 

Israel with him, the whole congregation.” 22 And Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took 

Joshua and made him stand before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation, 23 and he laid his 

hands on him and commissioned him as the LORD directed through Moses. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Work / Calling 

• Think back to the stressful situation you prayed for this morning. What did you witness the 

Spirit doing today that you can thank him for? 

• Praise God that the same power that raised Christ from the dead is active today in the difficult 

situations you may encounter in your work. 

• Thank God for his Holy Spirit, who guides us through our workday, remembering that in 

Christ we are always in his hand and ever walking under his smile. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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