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Formation Devotional 
July 20, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait 

expectantly. (Psalm 5:3) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ in his earthly life shared our toil and hallowed our labor: Be 

present with your people where they work; make those who carry on the industries and commerce of 

this land responsive to your will; and give to us all a pride in what we do, and a just return for our 

labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 208) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of our lives passes that does not prove us guilty in your sight. Our best services are 

filthy rags. All things in us call for our rejection. However, all things in Christ plead our acceptance. 

Grant us to hear your voice assuring us that by your wounds we are healed, that you were bruised for 

our iniquities, that you became sin for us that we might become righteous in you. Grant that by 

resting in your righteousness we may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 

you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed 

by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:38-39) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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Psalm 125 

The LORD Surrounds His People 

A Song of Ascents. 

Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

    which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

    so the LORD surrounds his people, 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

    on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

    their hands to do wrong. 

4 Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

    and to those who are upright in their hearts! 

5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

    the LORD will lead away with evildoers! 

    Peace be upon Israel! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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1 Corinthians 12 

Spiritual Gifts 

Now concerning[a] spiritual gifts,[b] brothers,[c] I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that 

when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want 

you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one 

can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same 

Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the 

Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the 

working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are empowered 

by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. 

One Body with Many Members 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves[d] or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not 

a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the 

ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 

less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 

whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members 

in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 

As it is, there are many parts,[e] yet one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no 

need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 

on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 

unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not 

require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25 that there 

may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one 

member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, 

administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? 

Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 

But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28619a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28619b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28619c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28631d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+12&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28638e
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And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work / Calling 

• What is especially stressful at work right now? Lament before God, giving words to your 

frustration, fear, discouragement. 

• Confess the ways you failed to “speak the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15) in those hard 

situations. If you’ve been fearful, ask for courage to speak. If you’ve been harsh, ask for love. 

• Ask God to give you eyes to see how the Spirit is at work in those seemingly hopeless 

situations, empowering you to be an agent of renewal in your workplace. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

