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Formation Devotional 
July 2, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Take a moment to slow down and turn your thoughts to God. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 
The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the 

Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

splendor into it. (Revelation 21:23-24) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. We thank you for the 

splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the 

mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which 

surrounds us on every side. (BCP 836) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 107 

Book Five 

Let the Redeemed of the LORD Say So 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 
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    whom he has redeemed from trouble[a] 

3 and gathered in from the lands, 

    from the east and from the west, 

    from the north and from the south. 

4 Some wandered in desert wastes, 

    finding no way to a city to dwell in; 

5 hungry and thirsty, 

    their soul fainted within them. 

6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 

7 He led them by a straight way 

    till they reached a city to dwell in. 

8 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

    for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

9 For he satisfies the longing soul, 

    and the hungry soul he fills with good things. 

10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    prisoners in affliction and in irons, 

11 for they had rebelled against the words of God, 

    and spurned the counsel of the Most High. 

12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor; 

    they fell down, with none to help. 

13 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 

14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, 
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    and burst their bonds apart. 

15 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

    for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

16 For he shatters the doors of bronze 

    and cuts in two the bars of iron. 

17 Some were fools through their sinful ways, 

    and because of their iniquities suffered affliction; 

18 they loathed any kind of food, 

    and they drew near to the gates of death. 

19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent out his word and healed them, 

    and delivered them from their destruction. 

21 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

    for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

22 And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, 

    and tell of his deeds in songs of joy! 

23 Some went down to the sea in ships, 

    doing business on the great waters; 

24 they saw the deeds of the LORD, 

    his wondrous works in the deep. 

25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, 

    which lifted up the waves of the sea. 

26 They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; 

    their courage melted away in their evil plight; 
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27 they reeled and staggered like drunken men 

    and were at their wits' end.[b] 

28 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he delivered them from their distress. 

29 He made the storm be still, 

    and the waves of the sea were hushed. 

30 Then they were glad that the waters[c] were quiet, 

    and he brought them to their desired haven. 

31 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

    for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

32 Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 

    and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 

33 He turns rivers into a desert, 

    springs of water into thirsty ground, 

34 a fruitful land into a salty waste, 

    because of the evil of its inhabitants. 

35 He turns a desert into pools of water, 

    a parched land into springs of water. 

36 And there he lets the hungry dwell, 

    and they establish a city to live in; 

37 they sow fields and plant vineyards 

    and get a fruitful yield. 

38 By his blessing they multiply greatly, 

    and he does not let their livestock diminish. 

39 When they are diminished and brought low 
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    through oppression, evil, and sorrow, 

40 he pours contempt on princes 

    and makes them wander in trackless wastes; 

41 but he raises up the needy out of affliction 

    and makes their families like flocks. 

42 The upright see it and are glad, 

    and all wickedness shuts its mouth. 

43 Whoever is wise, let him attend to these things; 

    let them consider the steadfast love of the LORD. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 15 

Laws About Sacrifices 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come 

into the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving you, 3 and you offer to the LORD from the herd or 

from the flock a food offering[a] or a burnt offering or a sacrifice, to fulfill a vow or as a freewill 

offering or at your appointed feasts, to make a pleasing aroma to the LORD, 4 then he who brings his 

offering shall offer to the LORD a grain offering of a tenth of an ephah[b] of fine flour, mixed with a 

quarter of a hin[c] of oil; 5 and you shall offer with the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, a quarter of a 

hin of wine for the drink offering for each lamb. 6 Or for a ram, you shall offer for a grain offering two 

tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with a third of a hin of oil. 7 And for the drink offering you shall 

offer a third of a hin of wine, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 8 And when you offer a bull as a burnt 

offering or sacrifice, to fulfill a vow or for peace offerings to the LORD, 9 then one shall offer with the 

bull a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with half a hin of oil. 10 And you 

shall offer for the drink offering half a hin of wine, as a food offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=num+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-4157a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=num+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-4158b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=num+15&version=ESV#fen-ESV-4158c


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  6 

11 “Thus it shall be done for each bull or ram, or for each lamb or young goat. 12 As many as you offer, so 

shall you do with each one, as many as there are. 13 Every native Israelite shall do these things in this 

way, in offering a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 14 And if a stranger is sojourning 

with you, or anyone is living permanently among you, and he wishes to offer a food offering, with a 

pleasing aroma to the LORD, he shall do as you do. 15 For the assembly, there shall be one statute for 

you and for the stranger who sojourns with you, a statute forever throughout your generations. You 

and the sojourner shall be alike before the LORD. 16 One law and one rule shall be for you and for the 

stranger who sojourns with you.” 

17 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 18 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come 

into the land to which I bring you 19 and when you eat of the bread of the land, you shall present a 

contribution to the LORD. 20 Of the first of your dough you shall present a loaf as a contribution; like a 

contribution from the threshing floor, so shall you present it. 21 Some of the first of your dough you 

shall give to the LORD as a contribution throughout your generations. 

Laws About Unintentional Sins 

22 “But if you sin unintentionally,[d] and do not observe all these commandments that the LORD has 

spoken to Moses, 23 all that the LORD has commanded you by Moses, from the day that the LORD gave 

commandment, and onward throughout your generations, 24 then if it was done unintentionally 

without the knowledge of the congregation, all the congregation shall offer one bull from the herd for 

a burnt offering, a pleasing aroma to the LORD, with its grain offering and its drink offering, 

according to the rule, and one male goat for a sin offering. 25 And the priest shall make atonement for 

all the congregation of the people of Israel, and they shall be forgiven, because it was a mistake, and 

they have brought their offering, a food offering to the LORD, and their sin offering before the LORD 

for their mistake. 26 And all the congregation of the people of Israel shall be forgiven, and the stranger 

who sojourns among them, because the whole population was involved in the mistake. 

27 “If one person sins unintentionally, he shall offer a female goat a year old for a sin offering. 28 And the 

priest shall make atonement before the LORD for the person who makes a mistake, when he sins 

unintentionally, to make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven. 29 You shall have one law for 

him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the people of Israel and for the 

stranger who sojourns among them. 30 But the person who does anything with a high hand, whether 

he is native or a sojourner, reviles the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from among his people. 31 

Because he has despised the word of the LORD and has broken his commandment, that person shall 

be utterly cut off; his iniquity shall be on him.” 

A Sabbathbreaker Executed 

32 While the people of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath 

day. 33 And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the 

congregation. 34 They put him in custody, because it had not been made clear what should be done to 

him. 35 And the LORD said to Moses, “The man shall be put to death; all the congregation shall stone 

him with stones outside the camp.” 36 And all the congregation brought him outside the camp and 

stoned him to death with stones, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
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Tassels on Garments 

37 The LORD said to Moses, 38 “Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to make tassels on the corners 

of their garments throughout their generations, and to put a cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. 39 

And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do 

them, not to follow[e] after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after. 40 

So you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God. 41 I am the LORD your 

God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD your God.” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Relationships 

• Thank God for being the source of love and for modeling the kind of sacrificial love that 

enables and sustains each covenant relationship. 

• Thank God for entrusting families with children. Thank God that he equips families to affirm 

a child's identity in Christ and train them up for his good purposes. 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are weary 

from the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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