
 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  1 

Formation Devotional 
July 2, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy we have been born anew 

to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (1 Peter 1:3) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm 

strength and patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just 

and true and good, following the example of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. (BCP 829) 

Confession of Sin 

O most merciful God, who pardons all who truly repent and turn to you: we humbly confess our sins. 

We have not loved you with a pure heart. Neither have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

not done justly, nor loved mercy, nor walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy upon us, O 

Lord, according to your loving-kindness. According to the multitude of your tender mercies, blot out 

our iniquity. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast us not away 

from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of our salvation and 

uphold us with your Spirit. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 John 1:5-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 

Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 106 

Give Thanks to the LORD, for He Is Good 

Praise the LORD! 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, 

    or declare all his praise? 

3 Blessed are they who observe justice, 

    who do righteousness at all times! 

4 Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people; 

    help me when you save them,[a] 

5 that I may look upon the prosperity of your chosen ones, 

    that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation, 

    that I may glory with your inheritance. 

6 Both we and our fathers have sinned; 

    we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedness. 

7 Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, 

    did not consider your wondrous works; 

they did not remember the abundance of your steadfast love, 

    but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 

8 Yet he saved them for his name's sake, 

    that he might make known his mighty power. 

9 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it became dry, 

    and he led them through the deep as through a desert. 

10 So he saved them from the hand of the foe 
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    and redeemed them from the power of the enemy. 

11 And the waters covered their adversaries; 

    not one of them was left. 

12 Then they believed his words; 

    they sang his praise. 

13 But they soon forgot his works; 

    they did not wait for his counsel. 

14 But they had a wanton craving in the wilderness, 

    and put God to the test in the desert; 

15 he gave them what they asked, 

    but sent a wasting disease among them. 

16 When men in the camp were jealous of Moses 

    and Aaron, the holy one of the LORD, 

17 the earth opened and swallowed up Dathan, 

    and covered the company of Abiram. 

18 Fire also broke out in their company; 

    the flame burned up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb 

    and worshiped a metal image. 

20 They exchanged the glory of God[b] 

    for the image of an ox that eats grass. 

21 They forgot God, their Savior, 

    who had done great things in Egypt, 

22 wondrous works in the land of Ham, 

    and awesome deeds by the Red Sea. 
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23 Therefore he said he would destroy them— 

    had not Moses, his chosen one, 

stood in the breach before him, 

    to turn away his wrath from destroying them. 

24 Then they despised the pleasant land, 

    having no faith in his promise. 

25 They murmured in their tents, 

    and did not obey the voice of the LORD. 

26 Therefore he raised his hand and swore to them 

    that he would make them fall in the wilderness, 

27 and would make their offspring fall among the nations, 

    scattering them among the lands. 

28 Then they yoked themselves to the Baal of Peor, 

    and ate sacrifices offered to the dead; 

29 they provoked the LORD to anger with their deeds, 

    and a plague broke out among them. 

30 Then Phinehas stood up and intervened, 

    and the plague was stayed. 

31 And that was counted to him as righteousness 

    from generation to generation forever. 

32 They angered him at the waters of Meribah, 

    and it went ill with Moses on their account, 

33 for they made his spirit bitter,[c] 

    and he spoke rashly with his lips. 

34 They did not destroy the peoples, 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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    as the LORD commanded them, 

35 but they mixed with the nations 

    and learned to do as they did. 

36 They served their idols, 

    which became a snare to them. 

37 They sacrificed their sons 

    and their daughters to the demons; 

38 they poured out innocent blood, 

    the blood of their sons and daughters, 

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan, 

    and the land was polluted with blood. 

39 Thus they became unclean by their acts, 

    and played the whore in their deeds. 

40 Then the anger of the LORD was kindled against his people, 

    and he abhorred his heritage; 

41 he gave them into the hand of the nations, 

    so that those who hated them ruled over them. 

42 Their enemies oppressed them, 

    and they were brought into subjection under their power. 

43 Many times he delivered them, 

    but they were rebellious in their purposes 

    and were brought low through their iniquity. 

44 Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress, 

    when he heard their cry. 

45 For their sake he remembered his covenant, 
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    and relented according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

46 He caused them to be pitied 

    by all those who held them captive. 

47 Save us, O LORD our God, 

    and gather us from among the nations, 

that we may give thanks to your holy name 

    and glory in your praise. 

48 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    from everlasting to everlasting! 

And let all the people say, “Amen!” 

    Praise the LORD! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
Romans—The most systematic of Paul’s epistles. This letter explains the plan of salvation for the 

Gentiles and the Jews. The Apostle Paul wrote it roughly about 56-57 A.D. Paul wrote the letter to the 

believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to give them a concrete theological 

foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for and serve God effectively. The Book of 

Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 

1:18–3:20; righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 9:1–11:36; righteousness 

practiced, 12:1–15:13. The main theme of this letter is obvious of course—righteousness. 

Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Romans 16 

Personal Greetings 

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant[a] of the church at Cenchreae, 2 that you may welcome 

her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for 

she has been a patron of many and of myself as well. 

3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks for my life, to 

whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5 Greet also the 

church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert[b] to Christ in Asia. 6 
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Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,[c] my kinsmen and my fellow 

prisoners. They are well known to the apostles,[d] and they were in Christ before me. 8 Greet Ampliatus, 

my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet 

Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my 

kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12 Greet those 

workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the 

Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a mother to me as well. 14 Greet 

Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers[e] who are with them. 15 Greet 

Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet 

one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 

Final Instructions and Greetings 

17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to 

the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, 

but their own appetites,[f] and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For 

your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good 

and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 

22 I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. 

23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our 

brother Quartus, greet you.[g] 

Doxology 

25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 

according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory 

forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for the health of families at Christ Covenant and in your community. Pray for love, 

forgiveness, reconciliation and joy. 

• Pray for parents at Christ Covenant: that God would give them the support they need to 

flourish. Pray for wisdom to lead their children to become followers of Jesus. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
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debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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