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Formation Devotional 
July 23, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of 

distress. (Isaiah 33:2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, who stretched out his arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone 

might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching 

forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for 

the honor of your Name. Amen. (BCP 58) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of our lives passes that does not prove us guilty in your sight. Our best services are 

filthy rags. All things in us call for our rejection. However, all things in Christ plead our acceptance. 

Grant us to hear your voice assuring us that by your wounds we are healed, that you were bruised for 

our iniquities, that you became sin for us that we might become righteous in you. Grant that by 

resting in your righteousness we may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 

you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed 

by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:38-39) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 131 

I Have Calmed and Quieted My Soul 
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A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up; 

    my eyes are not raised too high; 

I do not occupy myself with things 

    too great and too marvelous for me. 

2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

    like a weaned child with its mother; 

    like a weaned child is my soul within me. 

3 O Israel, hope in the LORD 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 15 

The Resurrection of Christ 

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 

you believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 

the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 
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On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is 

with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

The Resurrection of the Dead 

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 

raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We 

are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, 

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in 

this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 

as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, 

so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his 

coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 

Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put 

all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things 

in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is 

excepted who put all things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the 

Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be 

all in all. 

29 Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised 

at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I protest, 

brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32 What do I gain 

if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and 

drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up 

from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. 

I say this to your shame. 

The Resurrection Body 

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36 You 

foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body 

that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body as he 

has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind 

for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies 

and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of 

another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; 

for star differs from star in glory. 

42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 43 

It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a 
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natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 

Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 

spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was 

from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so also are 

those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 Just as 

we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

Mystery and Victory 

50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 

inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For this perishable body must 

put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts 

on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 

written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “O death, where is your victory? 

    O death, where is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for three of your friends by name. For what do they need prayer? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him. 

• Ask God to reveal to you if there are any friends you can encourage in their faith. Pray that He 

would reveal them to you and give you the words, wisdom and compassion to share. 

• Pray that God would make you a loving, encouraging and hospitable friend that is quick to 

listen and extend compassion. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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