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Formation Devotional 
July 24, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength. (Isaiah 30:15) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, terror, 

disease, and death as their constant companions. Help us to eliminate our cruelty to these our 

neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and equal 

opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 826) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 134 

Come, Bless the LORD 

A Song of Ascents. 

Come, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD, 

    who stand by night in the house of the LORD! 

2 Lift up your hands to the holy place 
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    and bless the LORD! 

3 May the LORD bless you from Zion, 

    he who made heaven and earth! 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 31 

Vengeance on Midian 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Avenge the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward you 

shall be gathered to your people.” 3 So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm men from among you 

for the war, that they may go against Midian to execute the LORD's vengeance on Midian. 4 You shall 

send a thousand from each of the tribes of Israel to the war.” 5 So there were provided, out of the 

thousands of Israel, a thousand from each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 6 And Moses sent 

them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, together with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 

with the vessels of the sanctuary and the trumpets for the alarm in his hand. 7 They warred against 

Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and killed every male. 8 They killed the kings of Midian with 

the rest of their slain, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. And they also killed 

Balaam the son of Beor with the sword. 9 And the people of Israel took captive the women of Midian 

and their little ones, and they took as plunder all their cattle, their flocks, and all their goods. 10 All 

their cities in the places where they lived, and all their encampments, they burned with fire, 11 and took 

all the spoil and all the plunder, both of man and of beast. 12 Then they brought the captives and the 

plunder and the spoil to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the congregation of the people of 

Israel, at the camp on the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 

13 Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the chiefs of the congregation went to meet them outside the 

camp. 14 And Moses was angry with the officers of the army, the commanders of thousands and the 

commanders of hundreds, who had come from service in the war. 15 Moses said to them, “Have you let 

all the women live? 16 Behold, these, on Balaam's advice, caused the people of Israel to act 

treacherously against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among the 

congregation of the LORD. 17 Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every 

woman who has known man by lying with him. 18 But all the young girls who have not known man by 

lying with him keep alive for yourselves. 19 Encamp outside the camp seven days. Whoever of you has 
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killed any person and whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the 

third day and on the seventh day. 20 You shall purify every garment, every article of skin, all work of 

goats' hair, and every article of wood.” 

21 Then Eleazar the priest said to the men in the army who had gone to battle: “This is the statute of the 

law that the LORD has commanded Moses: 22 only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and 

the lead, 23 everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be clean. 

Nevertheless, it shall also be purified with the water for impurity. And whatever cannot stand the 

fire, you shall pass through the water. 24 You must wash your clothes on the seventh day, and you shall 

be clean. And afterward you may come into the camp.” 

25 The LORD said to Moses, 26 “Take the count of the plunder that was taken, both of man and of beast, 

you and Eleazar the priest and the heads of the fathers' houses of the congregation, 27 and divide the 

plunder into two parts between the warriors who went out to battle and all the congregation. 28 And 

levy for the LORD a tribute from the men of war who went out to battle, one out of five hundred, of 

the people and of the oxen and of the donkeys and of the flocks. 29 Take it from their half and give it to 

Eleazar the priest as a contribution to the LORD. 30 And from the people of Israel's half you shall take 

one drawn out of every fifty, of the people, of the oxen, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of all the 

cattle, and give them to the Levites who keep guard over the tabernacle of the LORD.” 31 And Moses 

and Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses. 

32 Now the plunder remaining of the spoil that the army took was 675,000 sheep, 33 72,000 cattle, 34 61,000 

donkeys, 35 and 32,000 persons in all, women who had not known man by lying with him. 36 And the 

half, the portion of those who had gone out in the army, numbered 337,500 sheep, 37 and the LORD's 

tribute of sheep was 675. 38 The cattle were 36,000, of which the LORD's tribute was 72. 39 The donkeys 

were 30,500, of which the LORD's tribute was 61. 40 The persons were 16,000, of which the LORD's 

tribute was 32 persons. 41 And Moses gave the tribute, which was the contribution for the LORD, to 

Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded Moses. 

42 From the people of Israel's half, which Moses separated from that of the men who had served in the 

army— 43 now the congregation's half was 337,500 sheep, 44 36,000 cattle, 45 and 30,500 donkeys, 46 and 

16,000 persons— 47 from the people of Israel's half Moses took one of every 50, both of persons and of 

beasts, and gave them to the Levites who kept guard over the tabernacle of the LORD, as the LORD 

commanded Moses. 

48 Then the officers who were over the thousands of the army, the commanders of thousands and the 

commanders of hundreds, came near to Moses 49 and said to Moses, “Your servants have counted the 

men of war who are under our command, and there is not a man missing from us. 50 And we have 

brought the LORD's offering, what each man found, articles of gold, armlets and bracelets, signet 

rings, earrings, and beads, to make atonement for ourselves before the LORD.” 51 And Moses and 

Eleazar the priest received from them the gold, all crafted articles. 52 And all the gold of the 

contribution that they presented to the LORD, from the commanders of thousands and the 

commanders of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels. 53 (The men in the army had each taken plunder for 

himself.) 54 And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the commanders of thousands 

and of hundreds, and brought it into the tent of meeting, as a memorial for the people of Israel before 

the LORD. 
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God that he hears the cries of the oppressed and upholds the cause of the weak and 

fatherless, the afflicted and destitute. 

• Praise God for his mercy on us who once were also without hope. Thank him for bringing us 

out of our spiritual poverty. 

• Thank God for the gospel of Jesus Christ that gives us hope and even joy in the midst of our 

suffering and patience to endure it well. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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