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Formation Devotional 
July 24, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the 

way I should go, for to you I entrust my life. (Psalm 143:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations of 

the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of mutual 

regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, 

prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that 

men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the 

fulfillment of their humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 825) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of our lives passes that does not prove us guilty in your sight. Our best services are 

filthy rags. All things in us call for our rejection. However, all things in Christ plead our acceptance. 

Grant us to hear your voice assuring us that by your wounds we are healed, that you were bruised for 

our iniquities, that you became sin for us that we might become righteous in you. Grant that by 

resting in your righteousness we may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to 

you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed 

by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:38-39) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 133 

When Brothers Dwell in Unity 

A Song of Ascents. Of David. 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is 

    when brothers dwell in unity! 

2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 

    running down on the beard, 

on the beard of Aaron, 

    running down on the collar of his robes! 

3 It is like the dew of Hermon, 

    which falls on the mountains of Zion! 

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing, 

    life forevermore. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 16 

The Collection for the Saints 

Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to 

do. 2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may 

prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 3 And when I arrive, I will send those whom 
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you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 4 If it seems advisable that I should go also, they 

will accompany me. 

Plans for Travel 

5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through Macedonia, 6 and 

perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my journey, 

wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with you, 

if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a wide door for effective work has 

opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

10 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is doing the work of the Lord, 

as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am 

expecting him with the brothers. 

Final Instructions 

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with the other brothers, but it 

was not at all his will to come now. He will come when he has opportunity. 

13 Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14 Let all that you do be done in love. 

15 Now I urge you, brothers—you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in 

Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints— 16 be subject to such as 

these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. 17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus 

and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence, 18 for they refreshed my spirit as well as 

yours. Give recognition to such people. 

Greetings 

19 The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, 

send you hearty greetings in the Lord. 20 All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a 

holy kiss. 

21 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 22 If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be 

accursed. Our Lord, come! 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24 My love be with you all in 

Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

• Pray that the gospel would be experienced as good news to the poor and marginalized of 

Columbia. 

• Pray for all the men, women, and children who have no place to call home. Pray they find 

shelter and access to adequate food and health care. 
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• Pray for those recovering from various addictions: that they would experience freedom and 

liberation from such debilitating diseases as alcoholism and drug addiction, and that they 

would find ultimate satisfaction in Christ. 

• Pray for the leaders of our city to pursue justice especially for the most vulnerable of our city. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

