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Formation Devotional 
July 27, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you enter into his presence this morning, remember that God is with you and for you, because he loves you. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where evening fades, you 

call forth songs of joy. (Psalm 65:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, who declares his glory and shows forth his handiwork in the 

heavens and in the earth: Deliver us in our various occupations from the service of self alone, that we 

may do the work which you give us to do in truth and beauty and for the common good; for the sake 

of him who came among us as one that serves, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 210) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in your sight. Prayers have been 

uttered from a prayerless heart; praise has often been praiseless sound. My best services are filthy 

rags. All things in me call for my rejection. However, all things in Christ plead my acceptance. Grant 

me to hear your voice assuring me; that by your stripes I am healed, that you were bruised for my 

iniquities, that you have been made sin for me that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting 

in your righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Turn 

to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 135 

Your Name, O LORD, Endures Forever 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise the name of the LORD, 

    give praise, O servants of the LORD, 

2 who stand in the house of the LORD, 

    in the courts of the house of our God! 

3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

    sing to his name, for it is pleasant![a] 

4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, 

    Israel as his own possession. 

5 For I know that the LORD is great, 

    and that our Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, 

    in heaven and on earth, 

    in the seas and all deeps. 

7 He it is who makes the clouds rise at the end of the earth, 

    who makes lightnings for the rain 

    and brings forth the wind from his storehouses. 

8 He it was who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, 

    both of man and of beast; 

9 who in your midst, O Egypt, 

    sent signs and wonders 

    against Pharaoh and all his servants; 

10 who struck down many nations 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+135&version=ESV#fen-ESV-16179a


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  3 

    and killed mighty kings, 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, 

    and Og, king of Bashan, 

    and all the kingdoms of Canaan, 

12 and gave their land as a heritage, 

    a heritage to his people Israel. 

13 Your name, O LORD, endures forever, 

    your renown,[b] O LORD, throughout all ages. 

14 For the LORD will vindicate his people 

    and have compassion on his servants. 

15 The idols of the nations are silver and gold, 

    the work of human hands. 

16 They have mouths, but do not speak; 

    they have eyes, but do not see; 

17 they have ears, but do not hear, 

    nor is there any breath in their mouths. 

18 Those who make them become like them, 

    so do all who trust in them. 

19 O house of Israel, bless the LORD! 

    O house of Aaron, bless the LORD! 

20 O house of Levi, bless the LORD! 

    You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD! 

21 Blessed be the LORD from Zion, 

    he who dwells in Jerusalem! 

Praise the LORD! 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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New Testament Reading 

 
The church in Corinth struggled early and often in church history. They chased after sinful practices 

and heresies, but Paul, even though he was often downtrodden, continued to pray for and minister to 

the Corinthians. One important theme in 2 Corinthians that we can apply to our church is how God 

uses sinful, powerless people like us to further his Kingdom on earth by doing Gospel ministry. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

2 Corinthians 1 

Greeting 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God of All Comfort 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 

affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 5 For as we share 

abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.[a] 6 If we are 

afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which 

you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is 

unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort. 

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers,[b] of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we 

were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we 

had received the sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who 

raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set 

our hope that he will deliver us again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give 

thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. 

Paul's Change of Plans 

12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved in the world with simplicity[c] 

and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, and supremely so toward you. 13 

For we are not writing to you anything other than what you read and understand and I hope you will 

fully understand— 14 just as you did partially understand us—that on the day of our Lord Jesus you 

will boast of us as we will boast of you. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a second experience 

of grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia 

and have you send me on my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make 

my plans according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as 

God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom 

we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always 

Yes. 20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our 

Amen to God for his glory. 21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, 
22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.[d] 

23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again to 

Corinth. 24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in 

your faith. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Work / Calling 

• Pray for three colleagues by name. How can you encourage them today? If any do not know 

Christ, pray that they would come to know him through your witness. 

• What workplace relationships need repair? Is there anyone you need to confess to? Forgive? 

Ask God how you might move toward that person in love. 

• Ask God to give you opportunities to bear witness to his love in your life. Ask him to help you 

be attentive and prepared to give the reason for the hope you have (1 Peter 3:15). 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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