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Formation Devotional 
July 28, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Yes, Lord, walking in the way of your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of 

our hearts. My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you. (Isaiah 26:8-9) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us to do, 

that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, 

and in your straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 832) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 138 

Give Thanks to the LORD 

Of David. 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

    before the gods I sing your praise; 

2 I bow down toward your holy temple 
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    and give thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, 

    for you have exalted above all things 

    your name and your word.[a] 

3 On the day I called, you answered me; 

    my strength of soul you increased.[b] 

4 All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O LORD, 

    for they have heard the words of your mouth, 

5 and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 

    for great is the glory of the LORD. 

6 For though the LORD is high, he regards the lowly, 

    but the haughty he knows from afar. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 

    you preserve my life; 

you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my enemies, 

    and your right hand delivers me. 

8 The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 

    your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 

    Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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Numbers 33 

Recounting Israel's Journey 

These are the stages of the people of Israel, when they went out of the land of Egypt by their 

companies under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 2 Moses wrote down their starting places, stage 

by stage, by command of the LORD, and these are their stages according to their starting places. 3 They 

set out from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after the 

Passover, the people of Israel went out triumphantly in the sight of all the Egyptians, 4 while the 

Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had struck down among them. On their 

gods also the LORD executed judgments. 

5 So the people of Israel set out from Rameses and camped at Succoth. 6 And they set out from Succoth 

and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the wilderness. 7 And they set out from Etham and 

turned back to Pi-hahiroth, which is east of Baal-zephon, and they camped before Migdol. 8 And they 

set out from before Hahiroth[a] and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and they 

went a three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham and camped at Marah. 9 And they set out from 

Marah and came to Elim; at Elim there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they 

camped there. 10 And they set out from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 11 And they set out from the 

Red Sea and camped in the wilderness of Sin. 12 And they set out from the wilderness of Sin and 

camped at Dophkah. 13 And they set out from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 14 And they set out from 

Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for the people to drink. 15 And they set out 

from Rephidim and camped in the wilderness of Sinai. 16 And they set out from the wilderness of Sinai 

and camped at Kibroth-hattaavah. 17 And they set out from Kibroth-hattaavah and camped at 

Hazeroth. 18 And they set out from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 19 And they set out from Rithmah 

and camped at Rimmon-perez. 20 And they set out from Rimmon-perez and camped at Libnah. 21 And 

they set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 22 And they set out from Rissah and camped at 

Kehelathah. 23 And they set out from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 24 And they set out 

from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 25 And they set out from Haradah and camped at 

Makheloth. 26 And they set out from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 27 And they set out from Tahath 

and camped at Terah. 28 And they set out from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 29 And they set out from 

Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 30 And they set out from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 31 

And they set out from Moseroth and camped at Bene-jaakan. 32 And they set out from Bene-jaakan and 

camped at Hor-haggidgad. 33 And they set out from Hor-haggidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 34 And 

they set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 35 And they set out from Abronah and camped at 

Ezion-geber. 36 And they set out from Ezion-geber and camped in the wilderness of Zin (that is, 

Kadesh). 37 And they set out from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the edge of the land of Edom. 

38 And Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor at the command of the LORD and died there, in the 

fortieth year after the people of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth 

month. 39 And Aaron was 123 years old when he died on Mount Hor. 

40 And the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb in the land of Canaan, heard of the 

coming of the people of Israel. 
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41 And they set out from Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 42 And they set out from Zalmonah and 

camped at Punon. 43 And they set out from Punon and camped at Oboth. 44 And they set out from 

Oboth and camped at Iye-abarim, in the territory of Moab. 45 And they set out from Iyim and camped 

at Dibon-gad. 46 And they set out from Dibon-gad and camped at Almon-diblathaim. 47 And they set out 

from Almon-diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 48 And they set out 

from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho; 49 they 

camped by the Jordan from Beth-jeshimoth as far as Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab. 

Drive Out the Inhabitants 

50 And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, saying, 51 “Speak to the 

people of Israel and say to them, When you pass over the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 52 then you 

shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you and destroy all their figured stones and 

destroy all their metal images and demolish all their high places. 53 And you shall take possession of 

the land and settle in it, for I have given the land to you to possess it. 54 You shall inherit the land by lot 

according to your clans. To a large tribe you shall give a large inheritance, and to a small tribe you 

shall give a small inheritance. Wherever the lot falls for anyone, that shall be his. According to the 

tribes of your fathers you shall inherit. 55 But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from 

before you, then those of them whom you let remain shall be as barbs in your eyes and thorns in your 

sides, and they shall trouble you in the land where you dwell. 56 And I will do to you as I thought to do 

to them.” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Gospel Identity 

• Thank God for encouraging you through fellowship among other believers. 

• Thank God for actively working in your relationships and shepherding groups right now. 

• Thank God for giving us his son, the foundation of the church and the cornerstone that holds 

us together as one body. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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