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Formation Devotional 
July 28, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 

righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. Then you will 

call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. (Isaiah 58:8-9) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who has made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent his blessed Son to preach 

peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 

after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and 

hasten the coming of your kingdom; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 58) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in your sight. Prayers have been 

uttered from a prayerless heart; praise has often been praiseless sound. My best services are filthy 

rags. All things in me call for my rejection. However, all things in Christ plead my acceptance. Grant 

me to hear your voice assuring me; that by your stripes I am healed, that you were bruised for my 

iniquities, that you have been made sin for me that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting 

in your righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Turn 

to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 137 

How Shall We Sing the LORD's Song? 

By the waters of Babylon, 

    there we sat down and wept, 

    when we remembered Zion. 

2 On the willows[a] there 

    we hung up our lyres. 

3 For there our captors 

    required of us songs, 

and our tormentors, mirth, saying, 

    “Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How shall we sing the LORD's song 

    in a foreign land? 

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 

    let my right hand forget its skill! 

6 Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, 

    if I do not remember you, 

if I do not set Jerusalem 

    above my highest joy! 

7 Remember, O LORD, against the Edomites 

    the day of Jerusalem, 

how they said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, 

    down to its foundations!” 

8 O daughter of Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, 

    blessed shall he be who repays you 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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    with what you have done to us! 

9 Blessed shall he be who takes your little ones 

    and dashes them against the rock! 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
The church in Corinth struggled early and often in church history. They chased after sinful practices 

and heresies, but Paul, even though he was often downtrodden, continued to pray for and minister to 

the Corinthians. One important theme in 2 Corinthians that we can apply to our church is how God 

uses sinful, powerless people like us to further his Kingdom on earth by doing Gospel ministry. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

2 Corinthians 2 

For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. 2 For if I cause you pain, who is there 

to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might 

not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy 

would be the joy of you all. 4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with 

many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you. 

Forgive the Sinner 

5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it too 

severely—to all of you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, 7 so you should 

rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I beg you 

to reaffirm your love for him. 9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you 

are obedient in everything. 10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, 

if I have forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 11 so that we would not be 

outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 

Triumph in Christ 

12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in the 

Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took leave of them 

and went on to Macedonia. 

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 

spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from 

death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? 17 For we are 
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not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the 

sight of God we speak in Christ. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Think ahead to your day. Pray that you would experience God’s love for you in Christ in new 

and specific ways throughout the day. 

• Pray that those in the church and in your shepherding group would experience God’s love in 

new ways. 

• Pray that you would engage this world like Jesus, bringing hope and making disciples in all 

spheres of life. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

