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Formation Devotional 
July 29, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

But I will sing of your strength, in the morning I will sing of your love; for you are my fortress, my 

refuge in times of trouble. (Psalm 59:16) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God of all the nations of the earth: Remember the multitudes who have been created in your image 

but have not known the redeeming work of our Savior Jesus Christ; and grant that, by the prayers 

and labors of your holy Church, they may be brought to know and worship you as you have been 

revealed in your Son; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. (BCP 206) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in your sight. Prayers have been 

uttered from a prayerless heart; praise has often been praiseless sound. My best services are filthy 

rags. All things in me call for my rejection. However, all things in Christ plead my acceptance. Grant 

me to hear your voice assuring me; that by your stripes I am healed, that you were bruised for my 

iniquities, that you have been made sin for me that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting 

in your righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Turn 

to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 139 

Search Me, O God, and Know My Heart 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

LORD, you have searched me and known me! 

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

    you discern my thoughts from afar. 

3 You search out my path and my lying down 

    and are acquainted with all my ways. 

4 Even before a word is on my tongue, 

    behold, O LORD, you know it altogether. 

5 You hem me in, behind and before, 

    and lay your hand upon me. 

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

    it is high; I cannot attain it. 

7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

    Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

9 If I take the wings of the morning 

    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

10 even there your hand shall lead me, 

    and your right hand shall hold me. 

11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

    and the light about me be night,” 

12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
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    the night is bright as the day, 

    for darkness is as light with you. 

13 For you formed my inward parts; 

    you knitted me together in my mother's womb. 

14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[a] 

Wonderful are your works; 

    my soul knows it very well. 

15 My frame was not hidden from you, 

when I was being made in secret, 

    intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 

16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every one of them, 

    the days that were formed for me, 

    when as yet there was none of them. 

17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 

    How vast is the sum of them! 

18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 

    I awake, and I am still with you. 

19 Oh that you would slay the wicked, O God! 

    O men of blood, depart from me! 

20 They speak against you with malicious intent; 

    your enemies take your name in vain.[b] 

21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O LORD? 

    And do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 

22 I hate them with complete hatred; 
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    I count them my enemies. 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 

    Try me and know my thoughts![c] 

24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting![d] 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
The church in Corinth struggled early and often in church history. They chased after sinful practices 

and heresies, but Paul, even though he was often downtrodden, continued to pray for and minister to 

the Corinthians. One important theme in 2 Corinthians that we can apply to our church is how God 

uses sinful, powerless people like us to further his Kingdom on earth by doing Gospel ministry. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

2 Corinthians 3 

Ministers of the New Covenant 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 

recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on 

our[a] hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered 

by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets 

of human hearts.[b] 

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in 

ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us 

sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but 

the Spirit gives life. 

7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the Israelites could 

not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not the ministry 

of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the ministry of condemnation, the 

ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has 

come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to 

an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have glory. 

12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so 

that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 14 But their 

minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains 
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unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil 

lies over their hearts. 16 But when one[c] turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord[d] is the 

Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord,[e] are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory 

to another.[f] For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s youth and children’s ministry leaders: for joy, compassion, and 

energy as they serve the church. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Latin America. Praise God for how the church has 

continued to grow and flourish in many Latin American nations. Pray for the challenges that 

mark parts of the region: drug-related violence, oppressive governments, racial tensions. 

• Pray also for Christians in North America: for unity that transcends ethnicity, college 

ministries to reach international students and those falling away from faith, and boldness 

against spiritual complacency. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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