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Formation Devotional 
July 31, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. Because you are my 

help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. (Psalm 63:6-7) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and 

cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your 

presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our 

love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 840) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 144 

My Rock and My Fortress 

Of David. 

Blessed be the LORD, my rock, 

    who trains my hands for war, 

    and my fingers for battle; 
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2 he is my steadfast love and my fortress, 

    my stronghold and my deliverer, 

my shield and he in whom I take refuge, 

    who subdues peoples[a] under me. 

3 O LORD, what is man that you regard him, 

    or the son of man that you think of him? 

4 Man is like a breath; 

    his days are like a passing shadow. 

5 Bow your heavens, O LORD, and come down! 

    Touch the mountains so that they smoke! 

6 Flash forth the lightning and scatter them; 

    send out your arrows and rout them! 

7 Stretch out your hand from on high; 

    rescue me and deliver me from the many waters, 

    from the hand of foreigners, 

8 whose mouths speak lies 

    and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 

9 I will sing a new song to you, O God; 

    upon a ten-stringed harp I will play to you, 

10 who gives victory to kings, 

    who rescues David his servant from the cruel sword. 

11 Rescue me and deliver me 

    from the hand of foreigners, 

whose mouths speak lies 

    and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood. 
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12 May our sons in their youth 

    be like plants full grown, 

our daughters like corner pillars 

    cut for the structure of a palace; 

13 may our granaries be full, 

    providing all kinds of produce; 

may our sheep bring forth thousands 

    and ten thousands in our fields; 

14 may our cattle be heavy with young, 

    suffering no mishap or failure in bearing;[b] 

may there be no cry of distress in our streets! 

15 Blessed are the people to whom such blessings fall! 

    Blessed are the people whose God is the LORD! 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 

As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 36 

Marriage of Female Heirs 

The heads of the fathers' houses of the clan of the people of Gilead the son of Machir, son of 

Manasseh, from the clans of the people of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses and before the 

chiefs, the heads of the fathers' houses of the people of Israel. 2 They said, “The LORD commanded my 

lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the people of Israel, and my lord was commanded by the 

LORD to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. 3 But if they are married to 

any of the sons of the other tribes of the people of Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the 
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inheritance of our fathers and added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry. So it will be 

taken away from the lot of our inheritance. 4 And when the jubilee of the people of Israel comes, then 

their inheritance will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry, and their 

inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.” 

5 And Moses commanded the people of Israel according to the word of the LORD, saying, “The tribe of 

the people of Joseph is right. 6 This is what the LORD commands concerning the daughters of 

Zelophehad: ‘Let them marry whom they think best, only they shall marry within the clan of the tribe 

of their father. 7 The inheritance of the people of Israel shall not be transferred from one tribe to 

another, for every one of the people of Israel shall hold on to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers. 
8 And every daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the people of Israel shall be wife to 

one of the clan of the tribe of her father, so that every one of the people of Israel may possess the 

inheritance of his fathers. 9 So no inheritance shall be transferred from one tribe to another, for each of 

the tribes of the people of Israel shall hold on to its own inheritance.’” 

10 The daughters of Zelophehad did as the LORD commanded Moses, 11 for Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, 

Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married to sons of their father's brothers. 12 

They were married into the clans of the people of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance 

remained in the tribe of their father's clan. 

13 These are the commandments and the rules that the LORD commanded through Moses to the people 

of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho. 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God for the churches in our community that are engaged with the local residents. 

• Thank him for calling Christians to share their lives with their neighbors and seek their 

flourishing. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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