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Formation Devotional 
July 31, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

(Psalm 90:14) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, who has created us in your own image: Grant us grace to fearlessly contend against 

evil and to make no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our freedom, help us to 

employ it in the maintenance of justice in our communities and among the nations, to the glory of 

your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 209) 

Confession of Sin 

O Lord, no day of my life has passed that has not proved me guilty in your sight. Prayers have been 

uttered from a prayerless heart; praise has often been praiseless sound. My best services are filthy 

rags. All things in me call for my rejection. However, all things in Christ plead my acceptance. Grant 

me to hear your voice assuring me; that by your stripes I am healed, that you were bruised for my 

iniquities, that you have been made sin for me that I might be righteous in you. Grant that by resting 

in your righteousness I may hereafter walk in newness of life and run hard after your 

commandments. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me. Turn 

to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:21-22) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 
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Psalm 143 

My Soul Thirsts for You 

A Psalm of David. 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; 

    give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

    In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

2 Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

    for no one living is righteous before you. 

3 For the enemy has pursued my soul; 

    he has crushed my life to the ground; 

    he has made me sit in darkness like those long dead. 

4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; 

    my heart within me is appalled. 

5 I remember the days of old; 

    I meditate on all that you have done; 

    I ponder the work of your hands. 

6 I stretch out my hands to you; 

    my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. Selah 

7 Answer me quickly, O LORD! 

    My spirit fails! 

Hide not your face from me, 

    lest I be like those who go down to the pit. 

8 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, 

    for in you I trust. 

Make me know the way I should go, 
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    for to you I lift up my soul. 

9 Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

    I have fled to you for refuge.[a] 

10 Teach me to do your will, 

    for you are my God! 

Let your good Spirit lead me 

    on level ground! 

11 For your name's sake, O LORD, preserve my life! 

    In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! 

12 And in your steadfast love you will cut off my enemies, 

    and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, 

    for I am your servant. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
The church in Corinth struggled early and often in church history. They chased after sinful practices 

and heresies, but Paul, even though he was often downtrodden, continued to pray for and minister to 

the Corinthians. One important theme in 2 Corinthians that we can apply to our church is how God 

uses sinful, powerless people like us to further his Kingdom on earth by doing Gospel ministry. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

2 Corinthians 5 

Our Heavenly Dwelling 

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our 

heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on[a] we may not be found naked. 4 For while we are still in 

this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further 

clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very 

thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather 

be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it 

our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

The Ministry of Reconciliation 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and 

I hope it is known also to your conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again but 

giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast about outward 

appearance and not about what is in the heart. 13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are 

in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: 

that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no 

longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded 

Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation.[b] The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who 

through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ 

God was reconciling[c] the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 

to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his 

appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

• Pray for Christians in Columbia, that they would work in unity to spend themselves on behalf 

of the poor, hungry, and oppressed. 

• Pray for families in crisis or struggling to make ends meet, that they would find the support 

from local church communities and the services from local organizations they need to thrive. 

• Pray for our elderly neighbors who are living by themselves, without family close by, and 

experiencing the difficulties of aging in a big city. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 

Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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