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Formation Devotional 
July 3, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Lay your worries down to God and simply enjoy being with him. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in 

part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

On my bed I remember you; I think of you through the watches of the night. Because you are my 

help, I sing in the shadow of your wings. (Psalm 63:6-7) 

Opening Prayer 

 
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and 

cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your 

presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our 

love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 840) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 109 

Help Me, O LORD My God 

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. 

Be not silent, O God of my praise! 

2 For wicked and deceitful mouths are opened against me, 

    speaking against me with lying tongues. 
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3 They encircle me with words of hate, 

    and attack me without cause. 

4 In return for my love they accuse me, 

    but I give myself to prayer.[a] 

5 So they reward me evil for good, 

    and hatred for my love. 

6 Appoint a wicked man against him; 

    let an accuser stand at his right hand. 

7 When he is tried, let him come forth guilty; 

    let his prayer be counted as sin! 

8 May his days be few; 

    may another take his office! 

9 May his children be fatherless 

    and his wife a widow! 

10 May his children wander about and beg, 

    seeking food far from the ruins they inhabit! 

11 May the creditor seize all that he has; 

    may strangers plunder the fruits of his toil! 

12 Let there be none to extend kindness to him, 

    nor any to pity his fatherless children! 

13 May his posterity be cut off; 

    may his name be blotted out in the second generation! 

14 May the iniquity of his fathers be remembered before the LORD, 

    and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out! 

15 Let them be before the LORD continually, 
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    that he may cut off the memory of them from the earth! 

16 For he did not remember to show kindness, 

    but pursued the poor and needy 

    and the brokenhearted, to put them to death. 

17 He loved to curse; let curses come[b] upon him! 

    He did not delight in blessing; may it be far[c] from him! 

18 He clothed himself with cursing as his coat; 

    may it soak[d] into his body like water, 

    like oil into his bones! 

19 May it be like a garment that he wraps around him, 

    like a belt that he puts on every day! 

20 May this be the reward of my accusers from the LORD, 

    of those who speak evil against my life! 

21 But you, O GOD my Lord, 

    deal on my behalf for your name's sake; 

    because your steadfast love is good, deliver me! 

22 For I am poor and needy, 

    and my heart is stricken within me. 

23 I am gone like a shadow at evening; 

    I am shaken off like a locust. 

24 My knees are weak through fasting; 

    my body has become gaunt, with no fat. 

25 I am an object of scorn to my accusers; 

    when they see me, they wag their heads. 

26 Help me, O LORD my God! 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+109&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15773b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+109&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15773c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+109&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15774d


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  4 

    Save me according to your steadfast love! 

27 Let them know that this is your hand; 

    you, O LORD, have done it! 

28 Let them curse, but you will bless! 

    They arise and are put to shame, but your servant will be glad! 

29 May my accusers be clothed with dishonor; 

    may they be wrapped in their own shame as in a cloak! 

30 With my mouth I will give great thanks to the LORD; 

    I will praise him in the midst of the throng. 

31 For he stands at the right hand of the needy one, 

    to save him from those who condemn his soul to death. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 16 

Korah's Rebellion 

Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, 

and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. 2 And they rose up before Moses, with a number 

of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known men. 3 

They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron and said to them, “You have 

gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. 

Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 4 When Moses heard it, he fell on 
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his face, 5 and he said to Korah and all his company, “In the morning the LORD will show who is his,[a] 

and who is holy, and will bring him near to him. The one whom he chooses he will bring near to him. 
6 Do this: take censers, Korah and all his company; 7 put fire in them and put incense on them before 

the LORD tomorrow, and the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the holy one. You have gone too 

far, sons of Levi!” 8 And Moses said to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 is it too small a thing for 

you that the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to 

himself, to do service in the tabernacle of the LORD and to stand before the congregation to minister to 

them, 10 and that he has brought you near him, and all your brothers the sons of Levi with you? And 

would you seek the priesthood also? 11 Therefore it is against the LORD that you and all your company 

have gathered together. What is Aaron that you grumble against him?” 

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said, “We will not come up. 13 

Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in 

the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince over us? 14 Moreover, you have not brought 

us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you 

put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up.” 15 And Moses was very angry and said to the 

LORD, “Do not respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey from them, and I have not harmed 

one of them.” 

16 And Moses said to Korah, “Be present, you and all your company, before the LORD, you and they, 

and Aaron, tomorrow. 17 And let every one of you take his censer and put incense on it, and every one 

of you bring before the LORD his censer, 250 censers; you also, and Aaron, each his censer.” 18 So every 

man took his censer and put fire in them and laid incense on them and stood at the entrance of the 

tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 19 Then Korah assembled all the congregation against them at 

the entrance of the tent of meeting. And the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation. 

20 And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 21 “Separate yourselves from among this 

congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” 22 And they fell on their faces and said, “O God, 

the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and will you be angry with all the congregation?” 
23 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24 “Say to the congregation, Get away from the dwelling of 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.” 

25 Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he 

spoke to the congregation, saying, “Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch 

nothing of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their sins.” 27 So they got away from the dwelling of 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, 

together with their wives, their sons, and their little ones. 28 And Moses said, “Hereby you shall know 

that the LORD has sent me to do all these works, and that it has not been of my own accord. 29 If these 

men die as all men die, or if they are visited by the fate of all mankind, then the LORD has not sent me. 
30 But if the LORD creates something new, and the ground opens its mouth and swallows them up with 

all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into Sheol, then you shall know that these men have 

despised the LORD.” 

31 And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. 32 And 

the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the people who 

belonged to Korah and all their goods. 33 So they and all that belonged to them went down alive into 
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Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly. 34 And all 

Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” 35 And fire 

came out from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the incense. 

36 [b] Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 37 “Tell Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest to take up the 

censers out of the blaze. Then scatter the fire far and wide, for they have become holy. 38 As for the 

censers of these men who have sinned at the cost of their lives, let them be made into hammered 

plates as a covering for the altar, for they offered them before the LORD, and they became holy. Thus 

they shall be a sign to the people of Israel.” 39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which 

those who were burned had offered, and they were hammered out as a covering for the altar, 40 to be a 

reminder to the people of Israel, so that no outsider, who is not of the descendants of Aaron, should 

draw near to burn incense before the LORD, lest he become like Korah and his company—as the LORD 

said to him through Moses. 

41 But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and against 

Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 42 And when the congregation had 

assembled against Moses and against Aaron, they turned toward the tent of meeting. And behold, the 

cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared. 43 And Moses and Aaron came to the front of the 

tent of meeting, 44 and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 45 “Get away from the midst of this 

congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.” And they fell on their faces. 46 And Moses said 

to Aaron, “Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it 

quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath has gone out from the LORD; the 

plague has begun.” 47 So Aaron took it as Moses said and ran into the midst of the assembly. And 

behold, the plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense and made 

atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was 

stopped. 49 Now those who died in the plague were 14,700, besides those who died in the affair of 

Korah. 50 And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of meeting, when the plague was 

stopped. 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Neighborhood 

• Thank God for organizations that serve the poor and marginalized in Columbia. 

• Thank God for giving us his son, whose sacrificial love we seek to demonstrate by loving our 

neighbors well. 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we who are weary 

from the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 133) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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