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Formation Devotional 
July 3, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Remind yourself that this morning marks another day to enjoy and glorify God. Use this email as you are able, 

in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

(Psalm 90:14) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before you all poor and neglected persons whom it 

would be easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have 

none to care for them. Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, and to turn their sorrow 

into joy. Grant this, Father, for the love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. (BCP 826) 

Confession of Sin 

O most merciful God, who pardons all who truly repent and turn to you: we humbly confess our sins. 

We have not loved you with a pure heart. Neither have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 

not done justly, nor loved mercy, nor walked humbly with you, our God. Have mercy upon us, O 

Lord, according to your loving-kindness. According to the multitude of your tender mercies, blot out 

our iniquity. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast us not away 

from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of our salvation and 

uphold us with your Spirit. We ask this in Jesus name. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.” (1 Jonh 1:5-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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Psalm 108 

With God We Shall Do Valiantly 

A Song. A Psalm of David. 

108 My heart is steadfast, O God! 

    I will sing and make melody with all my being![a] 

2 Awake, O harp and lyre! 

    I will awake the dawn! 

3 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, among the peoples; 

    I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

4 For your steadfast love is great above the heavens; 

    your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! 

    Let your glory be over all the earth! 

6 That your beloved ones may be delivered, 

    give salvation by your right hand and answer me! 

7 God has promised in his holiness:[b] 

    “With exultation I will divide up Shechem 

    and portion out the Valley of Succoth. 

8 Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; 

    Ephraim is my helmet, 

    Judah my scepter. 

9 Moab is my washbasin; 

    upon Edom I cast my shoe; 

    over Philistia I shout in triumph.” 

10 Who will bring me to the fortified city? 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+108&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15744a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+108&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15750b
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    Who will lead me to Edom? 

11 Have you not rejected us, O God? 

    You do not go out, O God, with our armies. 

12 Oh grant us help against the foe, 

    for vain is the salvation of man! 

13 With God we shall do valiantly; 

    it is he who will tread down our foes. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 1 

Greeting 

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together 

with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 

ours: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ 

Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— 6 even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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Divisions in the Church 

10 I appeal to you, brothers,[a] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there 

be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it 

has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I 

mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I 

follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 

Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say 

that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I 

do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach 

the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. 

Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 

God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach[b] to save those who believe. 
22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block 

to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 

is stronger than men. 

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,[c] not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low 

and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no 

human being[d] might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him[e] you are in Christ Jesus, who 

became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is 

written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

Prayers of Intercession 

Neighborhood 

 

• Pray for adults and youth in our community who are living with mental and physical 

disabilities—that they would know their worth and importance in our society because of 

genuine friendships and relationships within their communities. 

• Pray for Christians to be united across churches and denominations to work together for the 

good of their neighborhoods. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28357a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28368b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28373c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28376d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28377e
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

