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Formation Devotional 
July 6, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you come before him this evening, rest in the assurance of his great love. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is 

my fortress, I will not be shaken. (Psalm 62:5-6) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects, for good or ill, all 

other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not for self alone, but for the common 

good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor, make us mindful of the rightful aspirations 

of other workers, and arouse our concern for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 

261) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 111 

Great Are the LORD's Works 

Praise the LORD! 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
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2 Great are the works of the LORD, 

    studied by all who delight in them. 

3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; 

    the LORD is gracious and merciful. 

5 He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy; 

8 they are established forever and ever, 

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 

    he has commanded his covenant forever. 

    Holy and awesome is his name! 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all those who practice it have a good understanding. 

    His praise endures forever! 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 
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As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 17 

Aaron's Staff Buds 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel, and get from them staffs, one for 

each fathers' house, from all their chiefs according to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. Write each 

man's name on his staff, 3 and write Aaron's name on the staff of Levi. For there shall be one staff for 

the head of each fathers' house. 4 Then you shall deposit them in the tent of meeting before the 

testimony, where I meet with you. 5 And the staff of the man whom I choose shall sprout. Thus I will 

make to cease from me the grumblings of the people of Israel, which they grumble against you.” 6 

Moses spoke to the people of Israel. And all their chiefs gave him staffs, one for each chief, according 

to their fathers' houses, twelve staffs. And the staff of Aaron was among their staffs. 7 And Moses 

deposited the staffs before the LORD in the tent of the testimony. 

8 On the next day Moses went into the tent of the testimony, and behold, the staff of Aaron for the 

house of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds. 9 

Then Moses brought out all the staffs from before the LORD to all the people of Israel. And they 

looked, and each man took his staff. 10 And the LORD said to Moses, “Put back the staff of Aaron before 

the testimony, to be kept as a sign for the rebels, that you may make an end of their grumblings 

against me, lest they die.” 11 Thus did Moses; as the LORD commanded him, so he did. 

12 And the people of Israel said to Moses, “Behold, we perish, we are undone, we are all undone. 13 

Everyone who comes near, who comes near to the tabernacle of the LORD, shall die. Are we all to 

perish?” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Work / Calling 

• Look back over your day and think of specific moments where you glimpsed tangible 

expressions of God’s presence and glory in your daily work. Thank him. 

• Thank God for giving you an identity that does not depend on your performance so you can 

be free to work not for your own glory but for his glory and the good of others. 

• Pray that you will hear the voice of the God who calls, and that you might work knowing your 

identity is rooted in the finished work of Christ. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 
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Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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