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Formation Devotional 
July 7, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Come into this time just as you are, like a child who runs to his father’s arms. Use this email as you are able, in 

whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is with me—a prayer to the God of my life. (Psalm 

42:8) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and love; and, that we may 

obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. (BCP 235) 

Prayer of Examine 

 
Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 113 

Who Is like the LORD Our God? 

Praise the LORD! 

Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

    praise the name of the LORD! 

2 Blessed be the name of the LORD 
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    from this time forth and forevermore! 

3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

    the name of the LORD is to be praised! 

4 The LORD is high above all nations, 

    and his glory above the heavens! 

5 Who is like the LORD our God, 

    who is seated on high, 

6 who looks far down 

    on the heavens and the earth? 

7 He raises the poor from the dust 

    and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

8 to make them sit with princes, 

    with the princes of his people. 

9 He gives the barren woman a home, 

    making her the joyous mother of children. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 
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Numbers 18 

Duties of Priests and Levites 

So the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons and your father's house with you shall bear iniquity 

connected with the sanctuary, and you and your sons with you shall bear iniquity connected with 

your priesthood. 2 And with you bring your brothers also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your father, 

that they may join you and minister to you while you and your sons with you are before the tent of 

the testimony. 3 They shall keep guard over you and over the whole tent, but shall not come near to 

the vessels of the sanctuary or to the altar lest they, and you, die. 4 They shall join you and keep guard 

over the tent of meeting for all the service of the tent, and no outsider shall come near you. 5 And you 

shall keep guard over the sanctuary and over the altar, that there may never again be wrath on the 

people of Israel. 6 And behold, I have taken your brothers the Levites from among the people of Israel. 

They are a gift to you, given to the LORD, to do the service of the tent of meeting. 7 And you and your 

sons with you shall guard your priesthood for all that concerns the altar and that is within the veil; 

and you shall serve. I give your priesthood as a gift,[a] and any outsider who comes near shall be put to 

death.” 

8 Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, “Behold, I have given you charge of the contributions made to me, all 

the consecrated things of the people of Israel. I have given them to you as a portion and to your sons 

as a perpetual due. 9 This shall be yours of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every offering 

of theirs, every grain offering of theirs and every sin offering of theirs and every guilt offering of 

theirs, which they render to me, shall be most holy to you and to your sons. 10 In a most holy place 

shall you eat it. Every male may eat it; it is holy to you. 11 This also is yours: the contribution of their 

gift, all the wave offerings of the people of Israel. I have given them to you, and to your sons and 

daughters with you, as a perpetual due. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 12 All the best 

of the oil and all the best of the wine and of the grain, the firstfruits of what they give to the LORD, I 

give to you. 13 The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the LORD, shall be 

yours. Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 14 Every devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. 15 

Everything that opens the womb of all flesh, whether man or beast, which they offer to the LORD, 

shall be yours. Nevertheless, the firstborn of man you shall redeem, and the firstborn of unclean 

animals you shall redeem. 16 And their redemption price (at a month old you shall redeem them) you 

shall fix at five shekels[b] in silver, according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. 17 

But the firstborn of a cow, or the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you shall not redeem; 

they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on the altar and shall burn their fat as a food offering, 

with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. 18 But their flesh shall be yours, as the breast that is waved and as 

the right thigh are yours. 19 All the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I 

give to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. It is a covenant of salt 

forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.” 20 And the LORD said to Aaron, 

“You shall have no inheritance in their land, neither shall you have any portion among them. I am 

your portion and your inheritance among the people of Israel. 

21 “To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service that 

they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 22 so that the people of Israel do not come near the tent of 

meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tent of meeting, and 
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they shall bear their iniquity. It shall be a perpetual statute throughout your generations, and among 

the people of Israel they shall have no inheritance. 24 For the tithe of the people of Israel, which they 

present as a contribution to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance. Therefore I have 

said of them that they shall have no inheritance among the people of Israel.” 

25 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 26 “Moreover, you shall speak and say to the Levites, ‘When 

you take from the people of Israel the tithe that I have given you from them for your inheritance, then 

you shall present a contribution from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe. 27 And your contribution shall 

be counted to you as though it were the grain of the threshing floor, and as the fullness of the 

winepress. 28 So you shall also present a contribution to the LORD from all your tithes, which you 

receive from the people of Israel. And from it you shall give the LORD's contribution to Aaron the 

priest. 29 Out of all the gifts to you, you shall present every contribution due to the LORD; from each its 

best part is to be dedicated.’ 30 Therefore you shall say to them, ‘When you have offered from it the best 

of it, then the rest shall be counted to the Levites as produce of the threshing floor, and as produce of 

the winepress. 31 And you may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is your reward in 

return for your service in the tent of meeting. 32 And you shall bear no sin by reason of it, when you 

have contributed the best of it. But you shall not profane the holy things of the people of Israel, lest 

you die.’” 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Gospel Identity 

• Thank God that he cares about us and listens to our worry, fear, sadness, and anger. 

• Thank God that we can cast all of our cares on him and experience Christ’s love that sustains 

us even in the midst of our trials. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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