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Formation Devotional 
July 7, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

As you read and pray this morning, remember you are in God’s presence. Trust in the Holy Spirit to guide you 

and direct your thoughts. Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new 

every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (BCP 201) 

Confession of Sin 

Pardon our sins, merciful Lord. We have been hasty and short in prayer, and this first sin of the day 

leads to so many others. Keep us from robbing you of the true worship which your glory requires and 

which our hearts so urgently need. Wipe out our sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, 

remembered and forgotten. Enable us to remember the blood that cleanses from all sin, and the grace 

which overwhelms all evil, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 

obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 112 

The Righteous Will Never Be Moved 

Praise the LORD! 

Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, 

http://www.ccotc.org/


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  2 

    who greatly delights in his commandments! 

2 His offspring will be mighty in the land; 

    the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

3 Wealth and riches are in his house, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 

4 Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; 

    he is gracious, merciful, and righteous. 

5 It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; 

    who conducts his affairs with justice. 

6 For the righteous will never be moved; 

    he will be remembered forever. 

7 He is not afraid of bad news; 

    his heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. 

8 His heart is steady;[b] he will not be afraid, 

    until he looks in triumph on his adversaries. 

9 He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 

    his righteousness endures forever; 

    his horn is exalted in honor. 

10 The wicked man sees it and is angry; 

    he gnashes his teeth and melts away; 

    the desire of the wicked will perish! 

 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 
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infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 3 

Divisions in the Church 

But I, brothers,[a] could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in 

Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not 

yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not 

of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I 

follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to 

each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who 

waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, 

and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are 

God's field, God's building. 

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled[b] master builder I laid a foundation, and 

someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a 

foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the 

foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become 

manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort 

of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will 

receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, 

but only as through fire. 

16 Do you not know that you[c] are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone 

destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a 

fool that he may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He 

catches the wise in their craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they 

are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas 

or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and 

Christ is God's. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

Gospel Identity 

• Are there things causing you worry, fear, sadness, or anger? Pray that you would experience 

Christ’s love for you precisely in those places. 

• Pray for those around you to feel secure in the identity that God freely offers. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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