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Formation Devotional 
July 8, 2020 Evening                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Cling to Jesus and rest in him this evening, knowing that the Father sees you and loves you like his only Son. 

Use this email as you are able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Your statutes have been my songs in the house of my sojourning. I remember your name in the night, 

O Lord, and keep your law. (Psalm 119:54-55) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty and everlasting God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for this 

church family. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the repentant. Grant us all 

things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy 

Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 817) 

Prayer of Examine 

 

Turn your attention to Christ who is present with you now. With him, review the ordinary events and 

emotions of your day with gratitude. 

 
1. Where did you move with or feel close to Jesus today? 
2. Where did you resist or feel far from Jesus today? 
3. Where is Jesus leading you tomorrow? Ask for joy as you follow him. 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Prayerfully read the psalm back to God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 115 

To Your Name Give Glory 

Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory, 

    for the sake of your steadfast love and your faithfulness! 

2 Why should the nations say, 

    “Where is their God?” 
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3 Our God is in the heavens; 

    he does all that he pleases. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, 

    the work of human hands. 

5 They have mouths, but do not speak; 

    eyes, but do not see. 

6 They have ears, but do not hear; 

    noses, but do not smell. 

7 They have hands, but do not feel; 

    feet, but do not walk; 

    and they do not make a sound in their throat. 

8 Those who make them become like them; 

    so do all who trust in them. 

9 O Israel,[a] trust in the LORD! 

    He is their help and their shield. 

10 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD! 

    He is their help and their shield. 

11 You who fear the LORD, trust in the LORD! 

    He is their help and their shield. 

12 The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; 

    he will bless the house of Israel; 

    he will bless the house of Aaron; 

13 he will bless those who fear the LORD, 

    both the small and the great. 

14 May the LORD give you increase, 
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    you and your children! 

15 May you be blessed by the LORD, 

    who made heaven and earth! 

16 The heavens are the LORD's heavens, 

    but the earth he has given to the children of man. 

17 The dead do not praise the LORD, 

    nor do any who go down into silence. 

18 But we will bless the LORD 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

Praise the LORD! 

Old Testament Reading 

Numbers describes the preparations the Jews undertook to enter the land that God promised them. 

They come to the border of that land and send in spies, who are overwhelmed by the obstacles they 

see and bring back a report that the Jews won’t survive there. God then forbids this generation of 

Jews to enter the Promised Land because of their unbelief, and forty years of wandering in the 

wilderness ensues. 

 
As you read and reflect on this passage, prayerfully consider how God might be revealing himself to you this 

evening. 

Numbers 19 

Laws for Purification 

Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, 2 “This is the statute of the law that the LORD has 

commanded: Tell the people of Israel to bring you a red heifer without defect, in which there is no 

blemish, and on which a yoke has never come. 3 And you shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and it shall 

be taken outside the camp and slaughtered before him. 4 And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its 

blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of its blood toward the front of the tent of meeting seven 

times. 5 And the heifer shall be burned in his sight. Its skin, its flesh, and its blood, with its dung, shall 

be burned. 6 And the priest shall take cedarwood and hyssop and scarlet yarn, and throw them into 

the fire burning the heifer. 7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and 

afterward he may come into the camp. But the priest shall be unclean until evening. 8 The one who 

burns the heifer shall wash his clothes in water and bathe his body in water and shall be unclean until 

evening. 9 And a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and deposit them outside the 

camp in a clean place. And they shall be kept for the water for impurity for the congregation of the 
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people of Israel; it is a sin offering. 10 And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his 

clothes and be unclean until evening. And this shall be a perpetual statute for the people of Israel, and 

for the stranger who sojourns among them. 

11 “Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean seven days. 12 He shall cleanse 

himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh day, and so be clean. But if he does not 

cleanse himself on the third day and on the seventh day, he will not become clean. 13 Whoever touches 

a dead person, the body of anyone who has died, and does not cleanse himself, defiles the tabernacle 

of the LORD, and that person shall be cut off from Israel; because the water for impurity was not 

thrown on him, he shall be unclean. His uncleanness is still on him. 

14 “This is the law when someone dies in a tent: everyone who comes into the tent and everyone who is 

in the tent shall be unclean seven days. 15 And every open vessel that has no cover fastened on it is 

unclean. 16 Whoever in the open field touches someone who was killed with a sword or who died 

naturally, or touches a human bone or a grave, shall be unclean seven days. 17 For the unclean they 

shall take some ashes of the burnt sin offering, and fresh[a] water shall be added in a vessel. 18 Then a 

clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water and sprinkle it on the tent and on all the 

furnishings and on the persons who were there and on whoever touched the bone, or the slain or the 

dead or the grave. 19 And the clean person shall sprinkle it on the unclean on the third day and on the 

seventh day. Thus on the seventh day he shall cleanse him, and he shall wash his clothes and bathe 

himself in water, and at evening he shall be clean. 

20 “If the man who is unclean does not cleanse himself, that person shall be cut off from the midst of 

the assembly, since he has defiled the sanctuary of the LORD. Because the water for impurity has not 

been thrown on him, he is unclean. 21 And it shall be a statute forever for them. The one who sprinkles 

the water for impurity shall wash his clothes, and the one who touches the water for impurity shall be 

unclean until evening. 22 And whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean, and anyone who 

touches it shall be unclean until evening.” 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Church Community 

• Thank God for appointing elders into servant-leadership; thank him for their faithful 

oversight and spiritual care for the congregation. 

• Thank God for giving Christians around the world boldness to share their faith amidst 

potentially life-threatening circumstances. 

• Thank God for all the churches in Columbia. For blessing their ministries and using each one 

uniquely for the good of our city and to his glory. 

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 

we may rest in peace. (BCP 134) 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=num+19&version=ESV#fen-ESV-4307a


 

CHRIST COVENANT CHURCH   WWW.CCOTC.ORG  5 

Benediction 

 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 

have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 

 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 

For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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