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Formation Devotional 
July 8, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace 

we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. (BCP 230) 

Confession of Sin 

Pardon our sins, merciful Lord. We have been hasty and short in prayer, and this first sin of the day 

leads to so many others. Keep us from robbing you of the true worship which your glory requires and 

which our hearts so urgently need. Wipe out our sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, 

remembered and forgotten. Enable us to remember the blood that cleanses from all sin, and the grace 

which overwhelms all evil, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 

obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 114 

Tremble at the Presence of the Lord 

When Israel went out from Egypt, 

    the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
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2 Judah became his sanctuary, 

    Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea looked and fled; 

    Jordan turned back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, 

    the hills like lambs. 

5 What ails you, O sea, that you flee? 

    O Jordan, that you turn back? 

6 O mountains, that you skip like rams? 

    O hills, like lambs? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 

    at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 who turns the rock into a pool of water, 

    the flint into a spring of water. 

 

New Testament Reading 

 

One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

1 Corinthians 4 

The Ministry of Apostles 

This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 

Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing 
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that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I am 

not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5 

Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light 

the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will 

receive his commendation from God. 

6 I have applied all these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, brothers,[a] that you may learn 

by us not to go beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up in favor of one against 

another. 7 For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then 

you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 

8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! 

And would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you! 9 For I think that God has 

exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death, because we have become a spectacle 

to the world, to angels, and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are 

weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. 11 To the present hour we hunger 

and thirst, we are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 12 and we labor, working with our own 

hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; 13 when slandered, we entreat. We have 

become, and are still, like the scum of the world, the refuse of all things. 

14 I do not write these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For 

though you have countless[b] guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father 

in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators of me. 17 That is why I sent[c] you 

Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind you of my ways in Christ,[d] as I teach 

them everywhere in every church. 18 Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I 

will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant people but 

their power. 20 For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power. 21 What do you wish? Shall 

I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness? 

Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for Christ Covenant’s elders: for wisdom, humility, and courage as they serve the church 

and city. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Asia. Praise God for the incredible growth of the 

church throughout Asia. Pray for the challenges that mark parts of the region: the persecution 

of underground churches, human trafficking, religious extremism. 

• Pray for the churches in Columbia: that God would guide their ministries, provide needed 

resources, and raise up new leaders. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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