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Formation Devotional 
July 9, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Rejoice and be glad, for your father invites you into his loving presence. Use this email as you are able, in whole 

or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of 

distress. (Isaiah 33:2) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who live alone may not be 

lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find fulfillment in loving you and 

their neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829) 

Confession of Sin 

Pardon our sins, merciful Lord. We have been hasty and short in prayer, and this first sin of the day 

leads to so many others. Keep us from robbing you of the true worship which your glory requires and 

which our hearts so urgently need. Wipe out our sins, known and unknown, felt and unfelt, 

remembered and forgotten. Enable us to remember the blood that cleanses from all sin, and the grace 

which overwhelms all evil, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will 

obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 116 

I Love the LORD 

I love the LORD, because he has heard 

    my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
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2 Because he inclined his ear to me, 

    therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

3 The snares of death encompassed me; 

    the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

    I suffered distress and anguish. 

4 Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

    “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

    our God is merciful. 

6 The LORD preserves the simple; 

    when I was brought low, he saved me. 

7 Return, O my soul, to your rest; 

    for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 

8 For you have delivered my soul from death, 

    my eyes from tears, 

    my feet from stumbling; 

9 I will walk before the LORD 

    in the land of the living. 

10 I believed, even when[a] I spoke: 

    “I am greatly afflicted”; 

11 I said in my alarm, 

    “All mankind are liars.” 

12 What shall I render to the LORD 

    for all his benefits to me? 

13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
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    and call on the name of the LORD, 

14 I will pay my vows to the LORD 

    in the presence of all his people. 

15 Precious in the sight of the LORD 

    is the death of his saints. 

16 O LORD, I am your servant; 

    I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. 

    You have loosed my bonds. 

17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

    and call on the name of the LORD. 

18 I will pay my vows to the LORD 

    in the presence of all his people, 

19 in the courts of the house of the LORD, 

    in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

Praise the LORD! 

 

 

New Testament Reading 

 
One of Paul’s earliest epistles, 1 Corinthians was addressed to a church struggling with serious 

doctrinal and practical theology issues. From adulterous relationships and unnatural gender roles to 

infighting and misuse of miraculous spiritual gifts, the church in Corinth seemed to be falling apart. 

Yet Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was able to thank God for them and lovingly correct 

their faults—even when he had to exercise church discipline. This epistle can help us be better church 

members, keeping watch over our own hearts and the health of our church family. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 
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1 Corinthians 5 

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church 

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated 

even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to 

mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. 

3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already pronounced 

judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for 

the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.[a] 

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out 

the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover 

lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of 

malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the 

sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need 

to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name 

of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 

swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not 

those inside the church[b] whom you are to judge? 13 God judges[c] those outside. “Purge the evil person 

from among you.” 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Relationships 

• Pray for healthy relationships between men and women at Christ Covenant and that deep 

friendships and marriages would be formed. 

• Pray that Christians would not over or under value any one marital status. That we would 

celebrate our different giftedness and consider both marriage and singleness as God-ordained 

capacities for love and service to others. 

• Pray that Christ Covenant would be a place where friendships across difference are cultivated 

(across gender, race, class, political and religious lines, etc.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 
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