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Formation Devotional 
June 10, 2020 Morning                                                     Forming Worship, Life, and Ministry Together at Christ Covenant Church 

Enter into this time expectantly, knowing that God delights to reveal himself to you. Use this email as you are 

able, in whole or in part. 

Call to Prayer 

 

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) 

Opening Prayer 

 
Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion prayed for his disciples that they might be 

one, as you and he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together in love and obedience to 

you, may be united in one body by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom you have 

sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. (BCP 225) 

Confession of Sin 

 

O Lord, we have not longed for your coming and your kingdom as we ought. We have not denied 

ourselves, taken up the cross and followed you. Instead, clinging to the things of this world and 

counting them dear, we have grown callous to the needs of the poor, the lonely and the suffering. We 

have not cried out for justice nor cared about those who are without Christ and without hope in this 

world. Lord, forgive us for our offenses and grant that by the power of your Spirit, we might live in 

light of your coming again. Amen. 

Take a moment to confess your sins, knowing that he hears you, and give thanks for his assurance of pardon 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion 

on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”  (Isaiah 55:6-7) 

 

Praying the Psalms 

 
Read the psalm prayerfully back to God by faith in Christ. 

Psalm 75 

God Will Judge with Equity 

http://www.ccotc.org/
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To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Psalm of Asaph. A Song. 

We give thanks to you, O God; 

    we give thanks, for your name is near. 

We[a] recount your wondrous deeds. 

2 “At the set time that I appoint 

    I will judge with equity. 

3 When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants, 

    it is I who keep steady its pillars. Selah 

4 I say to the boastful, ‘Do not boast,’ 

    and to the wicked, ‘Do not lift up your horn; 

5 do not lift up your horn on high, 

    or speak with haughty neck.’” 

6 For not from the east or from the west 

    and not from the wilderness comes lifting up, 

7 but it is God who executes judgment, 

    putting down one and lifting up another. 

8 For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup 

    with foaming wine, well mixed, 

and he pours out from it, 

    and all the wicked of the earth 

    shall drain it down to the dregs. 

9 But I will declare it forever; 

    I will sing praises to the God of Jacob. 

10 All the horns of the wicked I will cut off, 

    but the horns of the righteous shall be lifted up. 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps+75&version=ESV#fen-ESV-15073a
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New Testament Reading 

 
Acts, as it is commonly called, is a second volume of the Gospel of Luke. Both were likely written by 

Luke, an early Christian who traveled with the apostle Paul. Luke was probably a physician or doctor 

and was also a Gentile, or non-Jewish Christian. The gospel of Luke functions as the first volume of 

the set, detailing the story of Jesus, while Acts functions as a second volume, telling the stories of the 

apostles, or messengers, of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Scholars believe both volumes were written 

about 50 or more years after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

 
Meditate on the passage, noting a few words or a phrase that stood out or a promise to meditate on today. Take 

them to God in prayer. 

Acts 28 

Paul on Malta 

After we were brought safely through, we then learned that the island was called Malta. 2 The native 

people[a] showed us unusual kindness, for they kindled a fire and welcomed us all, because it had 

begun to rain and was cold. 3 When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on the fire, a 

viper came out because of the heat and fastened on his hand. 4 When the native people saw the 

creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “No doubt this man is a murderer. Though 

he has escaped from the sea, Justice[b] has not allowed him to live.” 5 He, however, shook off the 

creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They were waiting for him to swell up or suddenly fall 

down dead. But when they had waited a long time and saw no misfortune come to him, they changed 

their minds and said that he was a god. 

7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the chief man of the island, named 

Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It happened that the father of 

Publius lay sick with fever and dysentery. And Paul visited him and prayed, and putting his hands 

on him, healed him. 9 And when this had taken place, the rest of the people on the island who had 

diseases also came and were cured. 10 They also honored us greatly,[c] and when we were about to sail, 

they put on board whatever we needed. 

Paul Arrives at Rome 

11 After three months we set sail in a ship that had wintered in the island, a ship of Alexandria, with 

the twin gods[d] as a figurehead. 12 Putting in at Syracuse, we stayed there for three days. 13 And from 

there we made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium. And after one day a south wind sprang up, and on 

the second day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found brothers[e] and were invited to stay with them for 

seven days. And so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far 

as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took 

courage. 16 And when we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who 

guarded him. 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27887a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27889b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27895c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27896d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27899e
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Paul in Rome 

17 After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had gathered, he said 

to them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I 

was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 When they had examined 

me, they wished to set me at liberty, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 

But because the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no charge to bring 

against my nation. 20 For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is 

because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.” 21 And they said to him, “We have received 

no letters from Judea about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken any 

evil about you. 22 But we desire to hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this sect we 

know that everywhere it is spoken against.” 

23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From 

morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince 

them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by 

what he said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul 

had made one statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the 

prophet: 

26 “‘Go to this people, and say, 

“You will indeed hear but never understand, 

    and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 

27 For this people's heart has grown dull, 

    and with their ears they can barely hear, 

    and their eyes they have closed; 

lest they should see with their eyes 

    and hear with their ears 

and understand with their heart 

    and turn, and I would heal them.’ 

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will 

listen.”[f] 

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense,[g] and welcomed all who came to him, 31 

proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and 

without hindrance. 

 

http://www.ccotc.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27913f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+28&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27914g
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Prayers of Intercession 

Church Community 

• Pray for CCC’s deacons: for perseverance, compassion, and courage as they serve the church 

and community. 

• Pray for the global church, especially in Africa. Thank God for the strength of the African 

church and its astounding growth. Pray for the challenges that mark parts of the region: ethnic 

conflicts, famine, corruption. 

• Pray for evangelistic efforts throughout Columbia: that the whole body of believers would 

experience personal gospel renewal and that many others would also come to know Christ. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 

 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:14) 

 
 
Wonder what your next step in spiritual formation is? Consider getting involved in a Growth Group. 

 
For a handy guide to the devotional elements and an archive of past issues, visit ccotc.org/devotional. 

http://www.ccotc.org/

